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Apathy Partially Blamed for Recent Crime
by

Allison O'Connor TO
News Staff

Recently there has been a significant
amount of concern over safety issues
throughout the Providence College
community. Due to the number of
crimes reported within
CAMPUS the College's surroundNE-WS ing neighborhood, the
Office of Student Affairs
sponsored a forum on Thursday, Nov.
20, at 5:30 p.m. in Slavin 117 where stu
dents were able to ask questions con
cerning on- and off-campus safety.
Participants at the forum included
Lieutenant Mike Correia, disctrict
commander of the Providence Police
Department; Chris Fortunato, associ
ate vice president Student Affairs;
Major John Leyden, director of Office
of Safety and Security; and Richard
Kless, director of Off-Campus Living.
According to Major Leyden, there
have been more serious crimes this
year than last year, and the year is only
half finished. So far two more serious
crimes have been reported and docu
mented than were last year. Recent
crimes include armed robberies, larce
ny on campus, and stabbings outside
of Golden Crust Pizza. Seven robberies
have been committed in the area, five
of which have involved PC students,
including one on-campus incident
involving the robbery of an iPod.
"There has been a spike in crime,"
said Correia. "It certainly has to do
with the economy. It also has to do
with the fact that this neighborhood is
ripe with victims."
Thieves are aware of the fact that
college campuses are full of students
FORUM/Page 6
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The City of Providence has seen a spike in criminal activity this year. One possible explanation is the suffering economy.
Many Providence College students have been victims ofcrime in the neighborhood and on campus this semester.

Panel Addresses Global
Food Crisis
by

Ted DeNicola '11
News Staff

On Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2008,
approximately 40 students gathered in
McPhail's to attend the Global Food
Crisis Panel.
The event was sponCAMPUS sored
by
Hunger
NEWS Awareness
and
Outreach and Social
Justice Advocacy, through Campus
Ministry, and was a part of Hunger
Awareness Week.
"This year we wanted to bring light to
the issue of the growing cost of food and
the effects it has had on the poor global
ly as well as locally," said Shannon
Johnson '09, chair of Hunger Awareness
Week. "We also hope that with a more
educated campus that we will be able to
encourage more action next semester on
hunger and poverty issues."

Svetlana Goretaya 'll, Lindsay McHugh
'11, and Melanie Dubois '12 were the stu
dent coordinators for the event.
"We thought a panel would be a
good way of discussing some of the
causes of the crisis, political and envi
ronmental, what are appropriate
responses to the current crisis, as well
as more long-term food insecurity. We
wanted panelists coming from global
and local perspectives, especially those
who have worked with the poor in
Providence," said Johnson.
The panelists included Keith
Morton, Ph.D., professor in the
Department of Public and Community
Service, consultant Greg Gerritt, food
bank worker Michael Cerio, and social
service agency coordinator Jim Jahnz.
According to Johnson, Morton has
a specific interest regarding food
security and food sovereignty, local

AFTER OBAMA: LOOKING AT RACE
IN THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
by

Lauren Ballback '11
News Staff

For months political scientists,
reporters, and television pundits have
been discussing what role gender and
race would play in the 2008 presidential
election. At Providence
College, that dialogue
POLI IIC S continued at a panel dis
cussion hosted by the
Black Studies Program, the Balfour
Center for Multicultural Affairs, the
Department of Political Science, the
Department of Global Studies, and the
Women's Studies Program on Nov. 14.
Students and faculty met for the lectured
titled, "After Obama: Conversations on
Race and Gender," featuring Nikol
Alexander-Floyd, Ph.D., professor at
Rutgers University, and Marion Orr,
Ph.D., professor at Brown University.
Alexander-Floyd led off the dis
cussion. She is an interdisciplinary
professor of the study of politics,
law, women's studies, and black

studies, as well as the author of
Gender, Race and Nationalism in
Contemporary Black Politics.
She began by reading an excerpt
from Cornell West's article published
in U.S. News and World Reports on
Nov. 5, 2008.
As a lawyer and a political scientist
Alexander-Floyd said that she studies
the relationship between black nation
alism and the state. She challenged
two assertions made by West and
agreed with a third.
Alexander-Floyd did not fully agree
with West's first point: Obama's victo
ry has ushered in a new era. While she
did say that Obama's election "opened
up opportunities for white women and
racial minorities," she argued that it
did not change everything. The meth
ods he used to achieve his success are
similar to those of the civil rights and
the feminist movement of the past.
She said this means that we've
become comfortable having certain
bodies in certain places. The issue
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BMSA HOSTS SANTA'S
WORKSHOP IN CELEBRATION OF
THE HOLIDAY SEASON
Santa's Workshop was held on
Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2008. The lobby of
lower Slavin was bordered with tables
of representatives from the various
ethnic clubs on campus.
Each table hosted a different event
in honor of the diverse backgrounds of
Providence College students. Passers
by were encouraged to stop and check
out each station.
"The idea was to have different
crafts to represent the different cultur
al clubs," said Vice President of BMSA
Malika Jones '10. "This was a great
opportunity to unite the clubs before
the semester comes to an end."
According to Jones, she was dressed
up as Mrs. Claus. She stood beside Santa
Claus, who was available for pictures.
The event also featured a raffle and a
chance to write letters to soldiers in Iraq.
Jones said that Santa's Workshop took
place from Monday, Dec. 1, 2008, until
Wednesday, December 3, 2008.
"We wanted all the clubs to come up
with something both Christmassy and
cultural," said BMSA Executive
Treasurer Brett Carroll '09.
The African American Club was
making kinaras out of construction
paper. Kinaras hold the seven candles
as part of the Kwanza tradition.
"BMSA came up with the idea and the
other clubs all contributed," said Carroll.
Other participating clubs included the
Asian Club, Circolo Italiano, Club
Portuguese, Gaelic Society, Fete Francais,
Middle Eastern Student Association
(MESA), and Organization of Latin
American Students (OLAS).
"Tonight's event raised aware
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ness around the PC community that
there are other religions and other
ethnic traditions," said Brianna
King '11.
The crafts included pasta ornaments,
glittery snowflakes, frosted sprinkle
cookies, necklaces made of bells, felt
stocking cut-outs, paper plate orna
ments, and Christmas carols.
"This was a free-for-all. [The clubs]
could do whatever events they want
ed," said President of BMSA Nora
Youssef '09.
"It was a group effort. Everyone had
their own say in what each club was
going to do," said Youssef. "And we're
lucky enough to have Santa join us
from the North Pole."
—Ted DeNicola '11
COLLEGE RECYCLING AS MUCH
LIBRARY FURNITURE AS POSSIBLE

Many Providence College students
recently noticed a pile of furniture by
the dumpster outside of Phillips
Memorial Library, which raised ques
tions about whether or not the College
is satisfactorily using its materials. But
Dr. Donald Bailey, director of the
library, indicated that they are not
wasting resources.
"The College tries to conserve and
use all of its resources," said Bailey.
"For instance, the shelving that was
replaced was in part reassembled for
reuse in the basement, and a great
deal of it was donated to public
libraries for reuse."
As for the furniture seen by the
dumpster, Bailey said that "only a
minimal amount" was discarded.
Furthermore, Bailey indicated that
this furniture was thrown out

MATT LONGOBARDI 'io/The Cowl

The recent renovations at Phillips Memorial Library required some old Ilibrary
furniture to be thrown away. Much furniture is being recylced or put in storage for
use elsewhere on campus.

because it was damaged beyond the
capacity for further use.
"We have recycled much of the fur
niture," said Bailey.
Bailey said that 75 chairs and many tables
were reused in the basement with some of
the furniture also being put to use in other
areas of the library and in the offices.

"The College also put a lot of it in stor
age to be used elsewhere on campus,"
said Bailey.
All in all, Bailey emphasized that the
College is putting its furniture to good
use and avoiding wastefulness.

—Rick Kurker '09

DECEMBER 5-11
8:00 a.m. AMP
6:00 a.m. Comedy
Examination, Moore
Night, Peterson
Recreation Center, Field Hall I
House
1:00 p.m. Japanese
Animation Club
10:00 a.m. Fair Trade
Meeting, Moore Hall III
Christmas Sale, Slavin
Center, Ground Level A
2:00 p.m. PC Men's
Basketball vs. Rhode
4:00 p.m. French
Island, Dunkin' Donuts
Fridays, Slavin Center,
Center, Providence, R.l.
Room 117

4:00 p.m. Liberal Arts
3:00 p.m. Adopt a
Honors Mass and
Family Wrapping Get
Together, Slavin Center, Christmass, Feinstein
Academic Center,
Room 112
Room 400
4:30 p.m. ETA Lambda
Induction, Slavin
6:00 p.m. Class of
Center, '64 Hall
2010 Congress
Meeting, Slavin Center,
8:00 p.m. Future Friar
Room 114
Executives' Board
Meeting, Slavin Center,
Room 117

8:00 a.m. The Legacy of
Rodney K. Delasanta,
Professor of English,
1961-2007, Phillips
Memorial Library

8:30 a.m. Display of
Christmas Creches,
Center for Catholic and
Dominican Studies

8:30 a.m. Display of
Christmas Creches,
Center for Catholic and
Dominican Studies

9:00 a.m. Penitence:
Photoconstruction,
Hunt-Cavanagh Hall,
Hunt-Cavanagh Gallery

4:00 p.m. Faculty
Senate Meeting, Moore 8:00 a.m. Exhibit:
Documenting the
Hall I
Restoration of the
Sistine Chapel, Phillips
Memorial Library, Main
Floor Display Case.

Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into

print to ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. If you find an error
in any article, please e-mail the editor at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will be
printed as necessary on page 2.
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Tribesmen Teach About Apache in Arizona
by

Valerie Ferdon '12
News Staff

This March will be the third year
that Providence College students jour
ney to San Carlos, Ariz., during their
spring break to take part in a cultural
exchange on an Apache
Natvie
American
CAMPUS
Reservation.
On
NEWS
Wednesday, Nov. 12,
two members of the
tribe, Dale and Doug Miles, spoke to a
large group of students at the College.
Dale is the first tribal historian of the
Apache tribe, and draws from his
experience growing up in San Carlos
and corresponding with Apache lead
ers to paint the full picture of tradition
al tribal life. He spoke about the
importance of first-hand knowledge.
"Native people must tell their own
history in this day and time," he said.
"We cannot have other people contin
ue to confuse what really happened, so
we will tell it ourselves."
Dale received his formal education

at the University of Arizona and
Northern Arizona University, and has
done work for the Arizona Historical
Society and the Smithsonian Institute.
Aside from writing articles for True
West Magazine, he is currently working
on a book about the image of the
Apache tribe in the movies and media.
"I am very hopeful that what I write
will help people understand my peo
ple," said Dale.
According to Dale, there are many
misconceptions about this Arizona tribe.
"For most of you, when you hear the
word Apache you think ferocious and
cruel people, but the Apaches had rea
sons for what they did and how they did
them during their war against the
American, and before that, the Mexican
governments," said Dale.
He continued to explain his mission
to disprove the stereotypes that have
maimed the image of his tribe.
"It was the fact that they wanted to sur
vive in their lifestyle that they became war
riors. . it did not happen overnight; it hap
pened over a stretch of time," said Dale.

In his portion of the presentation
Dale also touched on specific aspects
of Apache culture, such as the subdivi
sions within the tribe, their nomadic
lifestyle, and their emphasis on family
values. This historical account transi
tioned into his brother's talk, which
focused on the tribe in the present day.
Doug is an artist and designer for the
now-patented Apache
Skateboard
Company. He explained that the compa
ny was created after an experience he
had with his son in a skateboarding
store. Doug could not afford to buy his
son a skateboard with a design, so he
bought him a plain skateboard and later
painted his own original design on it.
"My son came home after his first
day out and exclaimed, 'Dad, every
one wants one!"' said Doug.
This single skateboard led to an entire
enterprise, as well as the formation of an
Apache skateboard team. The true signif
icance of this new cultural exchange,
however, is that it gives young tribal
members a safe and healthy outlet for
their energy. It has become, as it is

referred to in America, the "anti-drug" of
the Apaches.
"Even though I am an artist. . .
design skateboards and do fun stuff,
it's not just an exercise in narcissism,"
said Doug. "Because I am a Native
American, I have to think in terms of
my tribe and think about how my
work can impact the community."
As these two brothers work in their
own way to improve the knowledge
and well-being of their tribe, they both
have high hopes for when PC students
enter their community this spring.
"You have a group of students who
are going to stay with Apache people,"
said Dale. "They are making a step
toward knowledge and discovery. They
will be welcomed when they come."
Doug expressed similar sentiments.
"My goal in regard to the trip really
is to bring [a] community in and share
and hope that at one point it becomes
reciprocal because once you begin to
share culture and traditions, it
strengthens relationships and you can
move forward into the future," he said.

Featured Teacher: Gousie Retiring After 49 Years
coordinator, he altered the Study
Abroad Program to allow for PC stu
dents to take any Fribourg courses for
The 2008-09 academic year marks the which they were qualified. During the
49th and final year Laurent Gousie, Ph.D., 1970s Gousie was appointed assistant
Department of Modem Languages, will dean of undergraduate studies.
be teaching at Providence College.
Gousie's accomplishments during this
Before becoming a pro time include the registration booklet
FACULTY fessor, he attended the PC still uses today, a finals schedule
College to complete his that eliminated the possibility of con
undergraduate degree flict, and the implementation of the
after serving in the Korean War.
Western Civ program. As a member of
Beginning as a Private First Class the Western Civ committee Gousie
in March 1953, Gousie eventually helped design the literature program
moved up to the rank of full as a part of that subcommittee.
Colonel. During his military career,
"I believe very highly in Western
he spent three and a half years on Civ," he said. "It is important for stu
active duty in Germany. It was then dents to study all these topics and how
that he held various officer posi they fit."
tions, from Commander of an
After being appointed PC's registrar,
Infantry Training Battalion to Gousie developed a system for the
Commander
of
a
Maneuver backup of transcripts.
Training Command. He also trained
"Until then, if your transcript was
a group of 600 recruits for infantry lost, it was lost," he said. "There were
service, and later penned a driving no backups."
manual for soldiers to use while
He edited PC's yearly bulletin and a
driving
around
pamphlet
that
Germany.
After
shared PC's history
______________
active
duty
he
until 1992. In addi
spent
over
33
tion to editing, he
years in the Army When I attended PC, there was also redesigned the
Reserves.
His
diploma, and initiat
no Western Civ. Instead you
accolades include
ed telephone and
had to take six classes a
the
Legion
of
online registration,
Merit Medal.
semester, all four years.
eliminating
the
After returning to
punch-card system
the United States,
that had been in
Gousie enrolled at
Laurent Gousie, Ph.D., Department place for years.
the College on the
Even with his
of Modern Languagues
GI Bill.
promotions, Gousie
"When I attended
continued to teach
PC, there was no
each year. He has
Western Civ," he said, "Instead, you taught all levels of German, various
had to take six classes a semester, all levels of French, one education
four years."
course—Teaching
of
Foreign
In September 1960, Gousie was Languages in Secondary Schools—and
hired by former president of PC Rev. several Liberal Arts Honors classes. A
Vincent Dore, O.P., to teach four section from his doctoral dissertation
Intermediate French classes. At the will be published in May 2009.
time, PC students were required to
Gousie feels that PC has evolved in all
take two years of a foreign language, aspects for the better since he began
including two one hour lab sessions teaching at the College.
each week. Gousie helped to improve
"The better living and learning facil
the language learning center, of which ities are amazing," he said. "The
he later became the director.
improvements to them have added to
"I assisted in implementing the the prestige of the college."
new remote system in the Meagher
He also believes the PC students
lab," he said. "Students could now themselves have changed.
come to the lab, go to a booth, dial a
"The quality of the students over the
special code into a telephone, and years has grown tremendously," he said.
practice their language."
According to Gousie, PC's original
Gousie earned his master's of arts purpose was to aid local Rhode
during his stay at PC in Modern Islanders with the chance for an educa
German Literature in 1965 from tion and chance at a successful future.
Harvard University.
"PC gave me an opportunity way
He was later appointed the coordi back," he said. "It's why it [the
nator of study abroad at PC. Gousie College] was created. I was a Catholic
spent three years at the University of youngster from a working family. It
Fribourg in Switzerland, both assisting was created to help students like me
with PC's Study Abroad program and and it did."
earning his doctorate in Modern
German Literature. In his position as
by

Kylie Lacey '11
News Staff

"

(Left) Laurent Gousie, Ph.D.,
Department of Foreign Languages, will
be retiring at the end of the spring
semester. His contributions to
Providence College include changes to
the study abroad program. Gousie
attended PC as a student after serving
in the U.S. mil itary during the Korean
war. He also served three years of
active duty in Germany. Gousie was
hired as a professor at PC in i960. The
future of the German Program may suf
fer due to Gousie's retirement. It will
be facing funding cuts next year.
MATT LONGOBARDI '10/The Cowl
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Student Congress Votes Down Academic Calendar, Extending Votes to
Committee Chairs; Approves New Process for Proposed Clubs and Orgs
by

Devin Murphy ’10
News Editor

Student Congress held its final
meeting of the semester on Tuesday,
Dec. 2. Several pieces of legislation
were voted on, two of which did not
pass. Two guest speakSTUDENT ers also gave PresentaCONGRESS tio"s at the meeting.
Congress voted down
legislation endorsing the academic cal
endar for the 2009-10 school year. No
discussion was held before the vote.
Legislation opposing the academic
calendar for the 2009-10 school year
was narrowly passed by a margin of
one vote. There was a brief discussion
before the vote.
Tim O'Mara '11 reminded Congress
members that if they voted down the leg
islation they would be voting down the
entire school calendar, not just the new
freshman orientation schedule. Liz Wolf
'09, president of Student Congress, told
members before the vote that voting
down both pieces of legislation would
not effectively convey that Congress did
not have a voice on the calendar.
Congress would have just been demon
strating that there were other complexi
ties encompassed in the legislation.
The next piece of legislation which
was passed was the legislation regard
ing the new process that on-campus
clubs and organizations must undergo
in order to obtain official club status.
That legislation will become effective
next semester.
The final piece of legislation was
proposed and sponsored by the class
of 2009. The legislation, which did not
pass, would have amended the
Student Congress Constitution and
allowed the committee chairs of
Academics, Clubs and Organizations,
Outreach, Planning and Steering,
Publicity, and Student Life, to vote on
legislation. The chairs of committees

currently do not have the right to vote
on legislation.
Michelle Palermino '09, chair of the
Outreach Committee, told Congress
members before the vote that she did
not support the legislation. She also
implored Wolf to encourage members
to vote against the legislation.
Jacquie DeSisto TO suggested tabling
the legislation. She said that the seniors
responsible for the legislation and the
chairs of the committees both made per
suasive arguments and it would be help
ful to create a short presentation on the
benefits and drawbacks of allowing com
mittee chairs to vote on legislation. Sean
Jones TO, Clubs and Organizations
Committee chair, seconded the sugges
tion. Jesse DePatsy '09, president of his
class, said that tabled legislation usually
gets pushed to the side and forgotten
about. He also said that when it does
come to vote again, legislation is usually
unchanged, and what Congress was ask
ing for was a different piece of legislation
concerning committee chairs.
Many members of Congress felt
that the committee chairs represent
the student body and they should be
able to vote as representatives of the
student body. Many more felt strong
ly that committee chairs should not
vote. All six committee chairs were
against the legislation.
Prior to the legislation voting, Chuck
Haberle, Academic Affairs, and Adrian
Beaulieu, Center for International
Studies, addressed Congress.
Haberle spoke about the creation of
schools within the College, which will
be implemented on Jan. 1. Providence
College currently has a School of
Business, but after Jan. 1, it will also
have a School of Professional Studies
and a School of Arts and Sciences. The
School of Professional Studies will
encompass
the
Department
of
Education and the Department of

Social Work. The School of Arts and
Sciences will encompass all the remain
ing departments.
"What we've developed essen
tially is a reorganization program,"
said Haberle.
Each school will have a new dean.
Both deans have already been selected
from within the College community.
"I see the dean as someone who is
going to oversee the entire operation,"
said Haberle. "I think a lot of things stu
dents may be looking for are still going
to be handled by the dean."
Some recommendations that Haberle
and a team which he has been working
with since last spring, include that aca
demic grievances be handled by the dean
of the school instead of the dean of stu
dents. Haberle will be presenting the rec
ommendations to Hugh F. Lena, vice
president of Academic Affairs.
Different departments within each
school will also be able to create new
classes and make their own required
classes. However, their required
classes will not replace the core cur
riculum of the College. Haberle also
said that incoming students will not
have to apply to certain schools
instead of the College as a whole.
"I don't see us changing to the point
that each school would have its own
core curriculum," said Haberle.
Incoming undeclared freshmen will
also not be assigned an academic advi
sor in a specific school, unless they
express an interest in that school.
Students should also not have any dif
ficulty double majoring.
"What I want to say to you today as
students is that what we're trying to do is
to have as little negative impact as possi
ble," said Haberle.
Beaulieu spoke to Congress about
the future of the Study Abroad
Program. Beaulieu has three goals
for study abroad which are slowly

being met. He wants to increase the
geographical diversity of study
abroad locations.
"Most of our students study in
Europe," said Beaulieu.
However, this year many students
chose to study elsewhere. Students
applied to schools in Nicaragua and
Brazil to name a few countries.
Beaulieu is also expanding the aca
demic programs available to students
studying abroad. Programs which cater
to more majors like Women's Studies and
biology will be added. Students will also
be able to take classes which will count
towards their majors instead of using all
of their free electives.
"We're trying to have greater aca
demic integration," said Beaulieu.
PC will also no longer be using
AIFS due to the lack of academic
oversight in its programs. Some pro
grams are more academically chal
lenging than others. Beaulieu met
with the president of AIFS and
explained the situation. PC will no
longer be receiving rebates from
AIFS to fund the study abroad pro
gram. Beaulieu said that the loss of
the rebates has been taken into con
sideration concerning budgeting.
Two main issues that Beaulieu is
working on are the portability of aid
and housing. Students studying abroad
do not have their financial aid applied
to their tuition at their school abroad.
Beaulieu also said that many students
back out of studying abroad because
they cannot find a replacement room
mate to live in their rooms when they
are abroad.
He said that PC is the only institu
tion that he is aware of that follows
that practice.
The Class of 2010 will be presenting
its findings on other institutions
actions following the implementation
of new policies without the consulta
tion of the Student Congress.

CRISIS: Political, Ecological, Religious Factors Contribute
continued from front page

economies, and in the potential of
small-scale urban agriculture as a
strategy for community develop
ment and cultural change.
"This is not a scarcity problem," said
Morton. "It is a political problem."
According to Morton, 52 percent of
the food consumed in the United States
is grown and processed elsewhere.
Morton raised the question, "What
would happen if undocumented work
ers were kept out of the country?"
He told the audience that they
would not have the necessary amount
of food to survive.
Morton also discussed the scarcity
of natural gas and oil, the basis for
energy needed for most fertilizers. He
pointed out that topsoil is rapidly
being depleted.
According to Morton, 1,000 calo
ries are needed to produce one calo
rie of food.
"Twenty six percent of food is wasted.
It is bought, prepared, and thrown out,"
said Morton.
He said that 413 pounds of food
were wasted in Raymond Cafeteria
during Hunger Awareness Week.
Panelist Greg Gerritt is a consultant
specializing in Green politics and the
creation a Green economy. He is cur
rently a member of the Providence Urban
Agriculture Task Force and the author of
Good Food for All.
According to Johnson, Good Food for
All focuses on using ecological healing
to help all Rhode Islanders achieve
and maintain healthy diets.
"In November most of his energy goes
towards the Buy Nothing Day Winter
Coat Exchange in which more than 1000
winter coats will be distributed to low
income Rhode Islanders on the day after
Thanksgiving," said Johnson.
Gerritt discussed the need for a
healthy ecosystem. He said that one

way to establish this is through
organic agriculture.
"Until 1973, the large salmon indus
try was run out of the Blackstone
River," said Gerrit. "No salmon have
been seen there since. We could grow
25 percent of the food needed to feed
Rhode Island in Rhode Island without
cutting down trees."
The next panelist was Cerio.
According to Johnson, he has been work
ing at the Rhode Island Community
Food Bank for six years.
"He does much of the communica
tion work for the organization, such
as writing all press releases, updat
ing and writing for the Food Bank's
Web site, graphic design, editing the
Food Bank's annual newsletters,
annual report, and our Status Report
on Hunger in Rhode Island amongst
many others," said Johnson.
According to Johnson, another mem
ber Jahnz is presently the Agency
Coordinator of Project Hope/Proyecto
Esperanza, a social service agency of
the Diocese of Providence. He coordi
nates the Interfaith Dire Emergency
Fund for the Diocese which oversees
the distribution and management of
federal funding of soup kitchens and
food pantries statewide, and the Keep
the Heat On Fund, a program of last
resort for those with no place left to
turn for heating assistance.
Jahnz discussed the relation of hunger
to Catholic social teaching. He referred to
the hunger epidemic as a "silent tsunami."
"This is something that we as
Catholics need to address," said Jahnz.
He told the audience that food and
nutrition are directly related to the
dignity of the human person. Jahnz
noted that all people should receive
special preferential treatment.
"The world is not just a market but a
family. Catholics are called to enhance
the well-being of our brothers and sis
ters, and to respect creation, including
soil and water," said Jahnz.

"I think that the event was a great way
to start a unique conversation about
poverty and social change here on the
Providence College campus," said
Johnson. "We, as a college community,
need to move beyond thinking about
poverty in terms of charity, or something
we donate around the holiday season, but
also focus on seeking justice and making a
stronger commitment to advocate for and
live in solidarity with the poor."
Johnson said that the panelists
addressed the structural issues to
hunger in an informative and com
passionate way that encouraged stu

dents to take action in any way that
they could.
"Hunger is one of the greatest injus
tices that we see and sometimes it is
easier for people to turn off the faces of
the poor and suffering because con
fronting such realities is understand
ably overwhelming," said Johnson.
"Hopefully, this panel regenerated
interest and passion for ending pover
ty and hunger, or at least created the
impetus to get to know those who face
the stark reality of poverty here in
Providence, the United States, as well
as in the most destitute countries."

www.thecowl.com

News

December 4, 2008

Heifer Fighting
Hunger With NonTraditional Methods
by

Sara Beth Labanara '11
News Staff

Hunger Awareness Week was recog
nized at Providence College from Nov.
16 to 22, and included a program on
Heifer International on Thursday, Nov.
20, at 7:00 p.m., in the
HUNGER Chapel Basement. The
AWARNESS event was presented by
three
representatives
from
Heifer
International:
Jane
Manchester, Barbara Zdravesky, and
Janice Dexter-Genek.
"One of the main purposes of
Hunger Awareness Week, as well as
the Heifer Presentation, was to pres
ent that structural changes as well as
long term solutions. . .need to be
implemented in the fight against
Hunger and Poverty," said Shannon
Johnson '09.
The program on Heifer International
educated students about its objective
to stop world hunger by breaking the
hunger cycle.
"The event was meant to provide an
educational experience as well as potential
solution to the global food crisis that has
thrown millions into poverty in the past
year," said Johnson. First, Manchester
spoke about her experience at the Heifer
International headquarters in Arkansas
where she spent six months volunteering.
She spoke about the animals employed by
Heifer and how they are all "7-M animals."
"7-M animals mean that they provide
milk, meat, money, materials, motivation,
manure, and muscle," said Manchester.
The 7-M animals are able to alleviate
hunger and sustain families in need,
said Manchester.
Next Zdravesky spoke about her expe
rience with Heifer working at Overlook
Farm near Worcester, Mass.

"Being on the farm puts you in a very
different mindset," said Zdravesky.
She said that it helped her pay atten
tion to what she eats and to what she
throws away.
Dexter-Ganek then spoke about
Heifer International and its mission as
an organization.
"Basically Heifer's mission is to work
with communities to end hunger and
poverty and also to care for the earth," said
Dexter-Ganek. "Community groups form
in each country and reach out to Heifer."
If the family or group completes the
application and is approved by Heifer,
they are then given educational instruc
tion about how to care for the animals
that they will receive.
"They are trained in the aspects of vet
erinary medicine, how to build a shed for
the animal, how to feed the animal, and
how to make the environment healthy
for the animals," said Dexter-Ganex.
The representatives showed a movie
about Heifer International and how it
has helped communities stricken by
hunger and poverty worldwide since
1944. The movie stated that "through
the gift of livestock and training,
Heifer has planted the seeds of hope,
one family at a time." Heifer is able to
provide families with a source of food
and income rather than short term
relief in many countries. As Heifer
intends to "pass on the gift," they are
able to create a ripple effect that bene
fits many families.
"I think that Heifer is a great concept
to help struggling families because it is
empowering, creates community, and is
an environmentally sustainable way to
ending poverty," said Johnson. "Many
times we think that simply giving money
or food to aid programs is the only way
to deal with hunger."

OBAMA: Panelists Examine
Political Strategy
continued from front page
right now is substantive changes.
"Even though there are more bodies
in these institutions, doesn't mean that
the structure has changed," said
Alexander-Floyd. "Change has come
to the U.S. and that is a good thing."
She said that there are many things left
to accomplish such as work on fixing
education and economic inequalities.
The second idea that she disagreed
was West's belief that this was the end
of the Reagan era.
She said that Obama initially took
the same approach as former President
Clinton, and that part of his appeal
comes from his support of conserva
tive viewpoints.
Finally, Alexander-Floyd agreed
with West that Obama election has
transformed him into something more
than a symbol.
"I would argue that this is the time
to police this administration," said
Alexander-Floyd. "Barack Obama has
said that he didn't want anyone to vote
for him because he is a black man. I
believe he was right. I also believe he
shouldn't get a pass. . .we should hold
our politicians accountable"
Next, Orr spoke. As a professor of
Public Policy, Political Science, and
Urban Studies at Brown University he
has recently been doing work on com
munity organizing.
"The question that I just want to lay
out is how this came to occur, how
Barrack Obama became the one?" said
Orr. "I think we can attribute the victory
of this candidate, or soon to be new pres
ident. . .[as part of the] transformation of
black culture."
Orr said that Black culture has
changed drastically in the last century. It
now transforms white culture.

"The election of previous black offi
cials helped pave the way for what
happened on November 4," said Orr.
Another factor in Obama's success was
his experience as a community organizer.
"As I watched the campaign unfold
ed, I could see and feel Barack
Obama's organizing come out..said
Orr. "The emphasis of the campaign
was to be local. Neighbor-to-neighbor.
Family to family. . .The campaign slo
gan itself was pulled out of the rheto
ric of community organizing."
Orr said that he is told that on any
given weekend Obama had 25,000 vol
unteers working on the ground. He
also said that the debates played to
Obama's strengths and were important
events for him.
He said that Obama's ability to flip a
state, to attack voters more aggressive
ly, and to win the youth vote helped
him win. Also the unpopular presi
dent, unpopular war, economy, and
demographic shifts helped turn the
country to Obama.
"Also you can't dismiss the fact that
this guy raised a ton of money" said Orr.
Students voiced their questions and
comments after the discussion.
"Although both speakers were
extremely interesting, I especially
liked the second speaker, Dr. Orr,"
said Sarah Moran '11, who attended
the lecture for a class. "I am
immensely interested in the impact
that local movements and grassroots
concepts have on governmental poli
cies so Orr's topic of bottom-up com
munity organizing was more perti
nent to what we are discussing in
class. It will be worthwhile to watch
Obama implement some of the bot
tom-up approaches from his new
leadership position."
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PC Helping to Spread
AIDS Awareness
by

Kylie Lacey '11
News Staff

To raise awareness about the
blight of AIDS in Rhode Island, the
Social Justice Advocacy unit of
Campus Ministry has held various
events this week in
CAMPUS honor of HIV/AIDS
NEWS Awareness Week.
A visit to the Agape
Center in Woonsocket, R.I., was
scheduled for some of the Campus
Ministry members but was cancelled
at the last minute.
"We visited on Nov. 17 and it was an
eye-opening experience," said Jennifer
Draeger '10. "Although we are aware
that AIDS is a global issue, we wanted
to bring it home and see that it affects
people in our own state."
Agape is a drop-in center for people
with AIDS to seek counseling about
the emotional effects of the disease.
"The toll that it takes physically is
one thing, but the spiritual and mental
toll is great as well," said Draeger.
According to Draeger, she has met
people diagnosed with AIDS who
have been permanently shunned by
their friends and family.
"There's a stigma with AIDS—it's
the 'modern day leprosy,'" she said.
"Living with that, along with...know
ing that something is slowly killing
you every day is very difficult."
To raise awareness about these effects,
everyday this week in Raymond Cafeteria
until 3:00 p.m. and in the Slavin Center
from 3:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m., Campus
Ministry is selling "Hope" t-shirts.
"The response to the shirts and every
thing has been great," Draeger said. "On
World AIDS Day, Dec. 1, we actually ran
out of the red ribbons we were giving out."
The Theology on Tap on Monday, Dec.
1, in McPhail's focused on the spiritual
side of AIDS.

"It was a Catholic social teaching
based on five tenants," said Draeger.
"It focused on the dignity of human
worth, the common good, solidarity,
preferential treatment of the poor, and
subsidiary, which all relate to AIDS."
Tuesday, Dec. 2, featured the doc
umentary "Closer Walk" at 9:00 p.m.
in McPhails. It showed the lives of
people living with AIDS and how
they cope.
Currently displayed in Ray is the
Providence College AIDS quilt.
"We are asking people to make a lit
tle square," said Draeger. "It can have
the name of someone they know that
has died or is suffering from AIDS, or
a country with a particular AIDS prob
lem, or just a little message of hope."
The quilt, along with two other
completed ones, will be displayed all
week. Also displayed for the week
are an AIDS photo exhibit in Slavin,
and a picture in Ray that counts the
number of people who die daily
from the disease.
On Wednesday, Dec. 3, there was a
prayer service to commemorate the
quilt in St. Dominic's Chapel.
Another AIDS Week activity was the
drug regimen simulation. Anyone
could sign up to take a specified num
ber of candies the way an AIDS patient
would take their pills throughout the
day. According to Draeger, for an AIDS
patient, the number of pills can
amount to over 90 daily.
"I've already slipped up and forgot
ten to take some candies," she said.
"But for a person living with AIDS,
forgetting to take a pill at the necessary
time could be very dangerous."
At 8:00 p.m. in the Chapel base
ment on Dec. 3, the participants in
the simulation got together to talk
about their experience.
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Featured Teacher
Schmitter Uses Juggling Act to
Engage Students
by

Allison O'Connor TO
News Staff

David Schmitter, Ph.D., has returned
to his birth dty of Providence to teach as
an adjunct professor in the Department
of Engineering/Physics/Systems here at
Providence College. His
father taught locally at
FACULTY
Johnson and Wales
University for 20 years,
and at age one Schmitter and his
family moved to Hyde Park, N.Y.,
where Schmitter spent the remain
der of his childhood.
After graduating high school he
attended University of Rochester in
New York, where he got his Bachelor's
degree in physics.
Schmitter then took a year off before
attending graduate school at the
University of Nebraska, Lincoln. There he
received his doctorate in Experimental
Condensed Matter Physics.
After finishing his graduate degree,
Schmitter received a job offer from
Providence College and moved back east
to begin teaching here only a month after
defending his thesis and receiving his
Ph.D. He now resides in North
Providence and has been teaching at PC
for three semesters throughout the past
year and a half.
Schmitter teaches two astronomy
classes for non-science majors, a Physics
101 introduction to physics class for
non-physics majors, and two Physics
101 labs as well.
"I like them all, and I really dig
teaching," Schmitter said.
Schmitter had only attended
large institutions for his education,
so PC, seemed a comparatively
smaller campus.

"I like that it's small and I get to know
my students very well," said Schmitter.
Schmitter also enjoys the size of the
Department of Physics.
He has also been strongly impressed
with the demeanors of PC students.
"They're very respectful, and I think
that hinders my classes sometimes, in
all honesty, because I think a lot of
them are hesitant to speak up in class,"
Schmitter said.
He values interaction and feedback
from his students in conjunction with the
lectures he gives during classes. Obtaining
interest from his students is key, as he tries
to incorporate demonstrations and sup
plemental aids whenever possible.
Sometimes he even incorporates his talent
of juggling into his lectures, which stu
dents always find enjoyable.
Schmitter has been juggling since the
age of 16. In high school, he was the only
one of his friends who did not know how
to juggle, and he admits he was peer
pressured into learning it. The talent
stuck with him, and he was even part of
the juggling club during graduate school
at the University of Nebraska.
"I try to work it into my classes,"
Schmitter said.
He stresses that it's important as a
professor to keep changing methods
and what you're doing in order to get
the best impact.
"If you stick in a steady state, to use
a physics term, you're not going to be
successful," he said. "You need to con
stantly change your approach and
think about what you're doing."
"What I hope my students walk
away with is a finer appreciation," he
says. "One of the things that is really
important to me is to improve the
understanding of science for all stu
dents, not just non-science majors, but
science majors as well."

FORUM: Students Claim Not

Receiving Help from Police
continued from front page
who own cell phones, iPods, GPS sys
tems, and other technological devices
that make PC students what Correia
refers to as "ripe victims."
The major concern is for "the safety
and wellness of students."
"If we don't strive to improve safety
and reduce harm, it's definitely going
to affect students and their well
being," said Fortunato.
In order to do so, a number of meas
ures have been enacted. These include an
increase in the amount of police force
patrolling the neighborhood area, partic
ularly on weekends from 8:00 p.m. to
4:00 a.m. which is typically a high-risk
time. The College is paying an overtime
rate to ensure that an extra police squad
car is on duty during these times. The PC
Office of Safety and Security is also
working in close tandem with the
Providence Police.
In an effort to keep students from
walking in the surrounding area alone
and putting themselves at a greater
risk for becoming a victim of a crime,
the College has also increased the
number of transportation options
available to students.
"We've added additional shuttles to
allow students to participate in activi
ties downtown," said Fortunato.
Changes to Slavin Center are cur
rently underway in order to provide
students with an alternative on-cam
pus location to gather with friends.
Yet many feel that these changes are
not enough, and PC students are con
tinually emerging as victims of crime.
"It's a lot of my close friends," said Taylor
O'Brien '12. "I feel like there is helplessness
during the weekends. My main concern is
the sense of helplessness. You should make
an easier approach to report to someone
nearby [when a crime does occur]."

DURING CHRISTMAS BREAK
BE SAFE, BE SMART
Be sure to lock all entrance doors and secure all windows

PREVENT FREEZING PIPES - KEEP THERMOSTAT LOW BUT NOT
OFF, MAKE SURE YOU HAVE ENOUGH FUEL OIL THAT WILL LAST
THE ENTIRE VACATION !!
Use a timer to turn some lights on/off while you are gone
KNOW WHEN ROOMMATES ARE COMING AND GOING
GET NECESSARY PHONE NUMBERS etc.
Make arrangements for mail to be picked up, forwarded
CONSIDER STORING OR TAKING HOME VALUABLES

i.e electronic items etc.*
*OUR OFFICE HAS LIMITED AMOUNT OF SPACE
TO HELP STORE SOME OF YOUR VALUABLES*

Wishing you a MERRY CHRISTMAS season and a
BLESSED NEW YEAR
Off Campus Living Office

Slavin Center 116, ext. 2420

Richard F. Kless
Director

Susan L. McCauley
Office Assistant

Another student also voiced her
concerns over the fact that nothing
seems to be changing, despite an earli
er safety forum that was held on Oct. 8.
"Since Oct. 8, I know that crime has
been increasing. . .I'm having a hard
time understanding the disconnect
that's going on," said Elian Seidel TO.
"I feel like we are being so much more
reactive than proactive with what is
going on off campus."
Leyden described that PC Safety and
Security and the Providence Police are
doing everything possible to protect the
area, and students need to jump on
board and prevent themselves from
encountering harmful situations.
According to Correia, the frequent
house parties, with "houses packed to
the rafters with kids and kegs," con
tributes to an increase in the likelihood
of crimes. Students are most vulnera
ble when they have been drinking.
"The street smart kids [who are
committing the crimes] know if you
have six, seven, or eight beers under
your belt," said Correia.
It is at times like these, at night,
while an influx of students is off
campus, when "students are putting
themselves in harm's way," said
Major Leyden. While walking home
from an off-campus establishment or
a house party students are more like
ly to take out their cell-phones or
other devices which can turn them
into targets for crime.
He also said that certain behav
ioral aspects of students as well as
underage drinking are "setting peo
ple up for victimization."
Leyden and Correia stressed that the
most important thing is for students to
take personal responsibility and make
wise choices.
"Maybe it's not the best idea to be
walking around out there at 2:00 a.m.
on Friday and Saturday," said Correia.
However, some students argued
that even if they make smart decisions
they are still at risk.
Peter Carpentier TO, who current
ly lives off campus, told the leaders
of the forum how he and his room
mates were literally "assaulted in
our own backyard by an individual
carrying a knife."
The students called 911, yet no help
was provided. Fortunately, no one was
seriously injured during the incident.
"There was no response, and that is
my major concern," said Carpentier.
In order to further prevent events
such as these from occurring,
Fortunato advocates creating an
"opportunity to work together with
the student body."
Despite the prevalence of the issues
of crime and robbery and its frequent
discussion among PC students, only 16
students attended the forum.
"You can see the turnout here," said
Fortunato. "There's not 300 people
here. Part of that is apathy."
According to Fortunato, the possi
bility of instituting mandatory safety
forums at Freshman Orientation is
being discussed to deal with the stu
dent body's apathy about such issues.
In addition to students making a
conscientious effort, to use common
sense, and to prevent themselves from
becoming victims, the administration
recognizes that it needs to help impart
advice to students.
"We need to focus on tangible things
that you and I can do," said Fortunato.
The administration is currently
exploring the implementation of new
ideas such as late-night programming
and increasing transportation options
to keep students on campus and safe,
or to transport them off campus safely.
In the meantime the Office of Safety
and Security as well as the administra
tion asks that students do their part by
taking personal responsibility for their
decisions, and continuing to report
any or all crimes to make the PC
Community as safe as possible.
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Terror Attacks Devastate Mumbai
Brett Corrigan '09
Asst. World Editor

by

South Asia: India

D

uring the overnight hours on Nov.

26 and 27, terrorists carried out a
carefully planned attack throughout
the Indian financial capital of Mumbai.
Most recent estimations find that at
least 174 people were killed in the as
sault which targeted popular tourism
locations, at least one hospital, a rail
way station and a Jewish outreach cen
ter, according to The Economist.
The attacks began at approximately
10:30 p.m. on Nov. 26, after terrorist
gangs embarked on the city. Initial reports from The Times of India found that
0 terrorists entered the city about an
hour before the assault began.
The country's local paper also re
ported that nine of 10 were killed in the
counterattacks by local authorities and
a 12-year-old was captured alive.
"They had come in a ship and used a
boat to come to shore," The Times Of
India learned from police. After splitting
into four groups, the attackers then took
taxis to reach their destinations.
"A group of two young terrorists en
tered Hotel Oberoi, four into Hotel Taj
Mahal, two stormed into Nariman
House (a Jewish outreach center) while
the rest entered the CST railway station
from its mail trains' gate," said Rakesh
Maria, joint commissioner of police.
The horrific scene of gunfire and ex
plosions, said to be caused by hand

Associated Press

Indian commandos regained the Taj Mahal Palace & Tower in Mumbai on Saturday, Nov. 29, after a three-day terrorist siege.
One commando leader said that his team had come across a single room in the hotel containing over a dozen corpses.
grenades, continued to play out for
days as terror continued to reverberate
through the streets.
The militants stormed the hotels as
well as Cafe Leopold, a popular restau
rant, particularly among the wealthy
of India and tourists.
By the morning of Nov. 27, the roof of
the Taj Mahal hotel was in flames, and
Navy and Army commandos found
many individuals killed and injured in
rooms. Most of the hostages were report
edly released from the hotel, while shoot
ing was still heard from outside the hotel.

Should the United States pursue further involvment in the
investigation of and response to the Mumbai terrorist attacks?

Meanwhile, at the Oberoi, it was re
ported that upwards of 100 hostages
still remained inside as gunfire and ex
plosions continued.
On Nov. 28, the Jewish community
center still remained unstable, necessi
tating the use of Indian commandos,
who slid onto the roof on ropes at
tached to an army helicopter, according
to The New York Times.
At the hotels, a succession of escape
attempts were made, and while some
were successful, others found them
selves confronted by gunmen and
were forced to flee back into their ho
tels. Many of the guests were also
afraid to open their doors to authori
ties, afraid that terrorists were on the
other side of the door instead.
The one surviving known terrorist,
who has identified himself as Ajmal
Mohammed Amir Kasab, a resident of
the Ukada district of Punjab, Pakistan,
said the group had planned to return
to their home after completing the at
tack. Nine additional suspects were
taken into custody.
"------------------------------------------

We will take up
strongly with our
neighbors that the use
of their territory for
launching attacks on us
will not be tolerated.

"Yes. They are
just going to keep
doing it if we
don't interfere or
try ourbestto
stop them."

Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh

-------------------------------- "
Greg Cello '11

Compiled By Brett Corrigan 09

"Yes, I think we should
help investigate and
help India to the extent
they need and to the
extent they want us to.
But we should not
overdo it in any way,
shape, or form."
Kelly Pettersen 09

Kasab also claims the group was
trained at the same terror camp and
came packed with large amounts of
nuts and raisins to sustain energy dur
ing the three-daygun battle.
According to Trie Economist, several
foreigners; including Americans, Japan
ese, and British tourists and residents;
were killed in the attacks, along with
over a dozen policemen.
The aftermath of the attack has shaken
the core of the Indian government as
well, generating the need for what the
Congress Working Committee called a
"drastic overhaul," if the government
was to maintain any political credibility.
The changes began immediately,
with the resignation of Indian Home
minister Shivraj Patil on Nov. 30.
Patil, who has faced consistent criti
cism about a governmental fallout in
terrorist prevention in the wake of an
increase in terrorist attacks in 2008, will
be replaced by Finance Minister Palaniappan Chidambaram.
Chidambaram was considered the nat
ural choice due to his experience in the

country's internal security department.
The terrorist attacks also came at
nightfall, after the concluding day of
the Fifth round of Interior/Home Secre
tary Level talks between Pakistan and
India on terrorism and trafficking.
The talks were held in Islamabad on
Nov. 25 and 26, according to a press re
lease from the Indian government prior
to the attacks.
The attacks have already generated
an enormous amount of speculation re
garding the motives and conspirators.
In a publicly televised statement, In
dian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
offered his own speculation about the
attacks saying, "The group which car
ried out these attacks, based outside
the country, had come with singleminded determination to create havoc
in the commercial capital of the coun
try. . .We will take up strongly with our
neighbors that the use of their territory
for launching attacks on us will not be
tolerated and that there would be a
cost if suitable measures are not taken
by them," according to a report by The
New York Times.
On Tuesday, Dec. 2, The Washington
Post reported that indian Policy Com
missioner Hassan Ghafoor had re
leased new details about the attack
which left at least 300 injured.
Ghafoor released intelligence stating
the 10 gunmen were trained by ex
army officers within Pakistan, but did
not say that the former officers served
in the Pakistani Military.
Ghafoor was able to confirm, how
ever, that the attack had displayed clear
intentions of a suicide mission.
"It was a suicide attack," he said.
"There was no hope, no intention of
staying alive."
In recent days Indian officials de
manded that the Pakistani government
round up and turn over 20 individuals.
Indian intelligence has linked terrorist
attacks within India in recent years.
Indian officials are attributing the
latest atrocities Pakistan-based ele
ments of the militant group
Lashkar-i-Taiba.
The Pakistani government has said
it is reviewing the list of suspected ter
rorist conspirators and will then con
sider taking action.
Meanwhile, in an attempt to ease ten
sions, Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi appeared on na
tional television with a proposition to
the Indian government.
The plan would establish a joint in
quiry to investigate the Mumbai ter
ror attacks with the promise of
Pakistani cooperation.
"Both countries will benefit from bi
lateral engagement. This is not the
time for finger-pointing. Terrorism is a
major challenge. It is a common
enemy," Quewahi said.
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Russian President Medvedev Tours Latin America
by

ing. Our projects in Venezuela are the
most advanced," Medvedev said.
Also high on the agenda was mili
tary
cooperation.
Chavez
met
Medvedev Thursday, Nov. 27, aboard
a Russian warship, which was greeted
with a 21-gun salute. Joint naval exer
cises between Russian and Venezue
lan warships were scheduled to
commence tnis week.
Russia is already a major arms sup
plier to Venezuela, with contracts
worth some $4.4 billion.
In another ceremonious move,
Chavez decorated the Russian presi
dent with a heavy gold necklace, the
Grand Collar of the Order of the Liber
ator Simon Bolivar, after Medvedev
laid a wreath on Bolivar's tomb.

Mary Kate Nevin '09
World Editor

Russia

R

ussian President Dmitry Med

vedev visited with heads of state
in Peru, Brazil, Venezuela, and Cuba
last week, in a tour aimed to boost
Russia's presence and trade relations
in Latin America.
"According to our estimates, the de
mand for Russia as an economic and
political partner has been growing in
L
atin America," Russian presidential
aide Sergei Prikhodko told RIA
Novosti, Russia's state news agency.
The trip came amidst tensions be
tween the United States and Russia,
he final stop in Medvedev's Latin
particularly over the Georgian war in
American tour was Cuba, the first
August and Washington's missile de
presidential visit to its former Cold War
fense plans in Central Europe. The re
ally in eight years.
AFP
gion nas typically been of great
On Friday, Nov. 28, he went sight
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev, shown here with Venezuelan President Hugo
strategic importance to the U.S., and
seeing with Cuban President Raul Cas
Chavez, wrapped up a strategic tour of four Latin American countries last week.
according to the BBC, the timing of the
tro. They also discussed economic and
tour in the transition between Ameri
Brazil and other emerging-market "military-technical cooperation" —ap
tractor in the word, also solidified
can administrations is significant.
plans to supply liquefied gas to Mex nations do not feel they have sufficient parently arms sales—"as well as secu
Medvedev asserted, however, that
ico
from
Peru,
according
to representation under current economic rity and regional cooperation," he told
Russia's efforts to strengthen ties in the
institutions, as the representation
Gazprom's deputy chief executive
reporters.
region were not aimed against third
arrangements of the International
He then met privately with Castro's
Alexander Medvedev.
countries like the United States, saving,
Monetary Fund and World Bank reflect 82-year-old brother, former Cuban
"Russia has already returned to Latin
the post-war environment in which leader Fidel Castro, to discuss inter
he next stop for Medvedev was to
America . . .This is humanitarian, eco
Brazil, where he met with Presi they were created and in which emerg national politics and further ties be
nomic, energy and defense coopera
ing markets had little role.
tween the two countries. The meeting
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva ("Lula")
tion. This cannot be aimed against
Medvedev also visited the head lasted more than an hour, said the
in Rio de Janiero. They spoke of boost
third countries.
quarters of Petrobras, a Brazilian state Russian president's press secretary,
ing trade and technical cooperation, as
"Latin America is a big region and to
well as their mutual view that the
energy company, and was shown sam Natalia Timakova, but further details
put things simply and clearly, we have
"BRIC" countries—Brazil, Russia,
ples of ethanol and biodiesel fuels.
were not disclosed.
never really had a serious presence
India, and China, the fastest-growing
In an interview, Wayne Smith, former
here. Our presence in the region has
rom Brazil, Medvedev next trav
head of the U.S. interests section in Ha
developing economies in the world—
been episodic," Medvedev continued
eled to Venezuela, where he and vana and the director of the Cuba Pro
should hold their first summit some
to reporters. "We should work together
President Hugo Chavez signed an acgram at the Center for International
time next year.
in all the areas that bind our countries
cord to promote the development of Policy, explained, "I don't foresee any
"The financial crisis, which we
together in a partnership and fullnuclear energy for civilian use. Russia thing major coming out of this meeting,
haven't started and we are not to blame
fledged economic, cultural, humanitar
for, affected the global economic situa will help Venezuela build a nuclear Russia's interest seems to be centered
ian, and military ties, and this is
¥ower plant under the agreement,
around Venezuela these days."
tion and we are forced to react,"
nothing to be shy about."
hey also approved several joint gas
Raul Castro, however, expressed
Medvedev told reporters. "We agreed
In addition to extending its sphere of
with President Lula that we will coor projects; however, no timetable for hope that these meetings would de
influence, Russia is looking to foster bi
velop into stronger bilateral relations,
dinate our efforts with Brazil in fight doing so was yielded.
lateral trade with Latin America, which
"From the point of view of the en shouting to reporters, "It has been a
ing the crisis and creating a new global
could reach up to $15 billion this year.
ergy aspect, the trip was very interest
financial architecture."
magnificent visit."
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F

edvedev began the tour by par

M

taking in the annual Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) sum
mit in Lima, Peru, on Saturday, Nov.
21. APEC—a 21-member group of the
Pacific Rim economies including Rus
by Victoria Ngare '12
sia, the United States, China, Japan,
World Staff
South Korea, and Australia—met to
sia acific Thailand
discuss the global financial crisis as
well as enhancing economic integra
tion and regional security.
ast Tuesday, Nov. 25, members of
After the summit, Medvedev began
the opposition group People's Al
his tour of Latin America with an official
liance for Democracy (PAD), set up
visit to Lima, the first such visit in the
camp in two airports in Thailand, the
history of the two countries' relations.
domestic Don Mueang airport and the
Suvarnabhumi international airport.
According to The New York Times, the
protests stranded as many as 300,000
Russia has already re
foreign travelers. This past Monday,
Dec. 1, the protesters allowed 88 empty
European Pressphoto Agency
turned to Latin America ...
planes to pick up foreign travelers Anti-government demonstrators in Thailand seized control Bangkok's two airports,
We should work together
stranded in provincial towns in Thai stranding thousands of passengers. The protesters say they will not stop demonstrat
in all the areas that bind
land. Analysts say this stunt by PAD ing until Thailand's prime minister, Somchai Wongsawat, steps down from office.
protesters will cost Thailand $4 billion
our countries together in
to business and cause major damages tents in case the police should decide to Minister did assure listeners that he
a partnership and fullto the reputation of Thailand's tourist get violent. On Friday, Nov. 28, police would not be stepping down. He holds
appeared ready to take action, but that his election was democratic; there
industry, especially Bangkok.
fledged economic,
The PAD protesters have received made no move. Their inaction is attrib fore, he should not step down. This
cultural, humanitarian,
their main support from the business uted to the fact that the protesters in past Thursday, Mr. Somchai promised
and military ties.
elite, the urban middle class, and the clude not only men, but both women military assistance to the police in ef
forts to control and curb the protests.
royalists. They all claim that the govern and children as well.
Russian President
More than 2,000 security troops re Because the protesters remain largely
ment has been corrupt and hostile to
Dmitry Medvedev
ward the monarchy; furthermore, they main on standby in the Suvamabhumi in southern Thailand, the government
claim to be supporting the interests of international airport, but the police will be keeping Mr. Somchai in the
the king. Because of the economic dam maintain that their main priority is to north of the country.
Peruvian President Alan Garcia pre
age this protest is bound to cause, the solve the conflict through peaceful ne
Foreign governments have become
sented the Order of the Sun of Peru, the
PAD movement is losing some support gotiations. On Monday, Dec. 1, a police impatient with the blockade of the air
highest national award, to Medvedev,
from its most ardent supporters.
helicopter flew over the airport and ports. The New York Times says that all
and emphasized his desire to increase
Since 2006, Thailand has faced polit dropped leaflets asking the protesters to, air cargo into Bangkok, including inter
trade between the two nations.
ical turmoil. In Sept. 2006, Prime Min- "rally in peace and without weapons." national parcels and mail, has been sus
Trade between Russia and Peru is val
ister Thakskin Shinawatra was ousted Spurred by grenade attacks on their ille pended since Wednesday, when
ued at about $13 million to $15 million a
by a military coup. In Oct. 2008, he was gal encampment at Government House Suvamabhumi was shut down. The
year, Garcia said in a speech, adding, "I
given a two-year jail sentence for cor in Bangkok (the Prime Minister's office), U.S. State Department and the Euro
ruption he committed during his two the protesters decided to focus their pean Union call the protests "inappro
am sure that this visit will be the base for
terms in office. In Feb. 2008, Samak protest on the airports. PAD leader priate." Even with international
relaunching our relationship."
"You mentioned the small amounts
Sundaravei was sworn in as Prime Chamlong Srimuang said, "We will not governments urging the Thai govern
Minister. In Sept. 2008, protesters let anyone stay overnight at Govern ment and protesters to end the conflict,
of our trade and we do have to in
called for the resignation of Samak, ac ment House anymore; there will be day negotiations remain at a standstill.
crease that," Medvedev replied. "We
cusing him of just being a proxy for time protests only."
need to implement projects in the
Thakskin's government. Immediately
transportation of gas, in mining, in
Prime Minister Somchai said, "The Editor's note: Since this writing, a Thai
afterwards, Deputy Prime Minister government does not want to trigger court ruled that Somchai must step down
medicine, space technology, and in
Somchai Wongsawat was sworn as the any violence or casualties, so to imple over election fraud, and his governing
nuclear energy. These things can all be
a basis for our cooperation."
Prime Minister of Thailand.
ment the law under international prac coalition has been ordered to disband: The
Protesters are calling for Mr. Som tice, as of now negotiations are under PAD has since called off its protests and left
Gazprom, Russia's largest corpora
chai's resignation. They set up first aid way." But at the same time, the Prime Bangkok's airports.
tion and the largest natural-gas ex-

Protesters Occupy Thailand's Airports
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Oddly Enough

The Sunny side
by

Jenny Arvanaghi '10
World Staff

A

O

"Some man lost his life because
a VCR was on sale? Please. It's
just too sad for words."
- ELLIE BERHUN, Wal-Mart customer, speaking about
a post-Thanksgiving shopper stampede that trampled a
Long Island Wal-Mart worker to death.

Jenny Arvanaghi '10
World Staff

20-YEAR-OLD male student in
Thanksgiving weekend, Gram
southern China, surnamed Liu,
my Award winners Christina
Aguilera, Alicia Keys, and John Legend snuck into a panda's pen at a zoo hop
performed for "CNN Heroes: An All- ing for a cuddle with the endangered
Star Tribute" which honored the top 10 species. The student was visiting QixCNN Heroes of 2008. The show, which ing Park with classmates last Friday
aired on Thankgsgiving night, was held when he jumped the six-and-a-half
at the Kodak Theatre in Hollywood and foot high fence around the panda's
had an audience of around 2500 people. habitat, only to be attacked by the en
Liz McCartney, who dedicated her dangered species.
The park in Guilin, a popular tourist
time to helping survivors of Hurricane
Katrina rebuild their homes, was town, houses a small zoo and a panda
named 2008 CNN Hero of the Year. exhibit. Yang Yang's exhibit, where the
McCartney will receive $100,000 to con student was attacked, was deserted at
tinue her work just outside New Or the time of the incident.
The student was bitten in the arms
leans. She was selected from among
the top 10 CNN Heroes after six weeks and legs, while two foreign visitors saw
of online voting where more than 1 mil the attack and ran to get help from
workers at a nearby refreshment stand.
lion votes were cast.
Liz McCartney is from Washington, Park officials arrived and the student
but when she watched images of the was taken away by medics.
The student explained why he
storm's destruction and stories of hard
ship in New Orleans after Katrina, she jumped over the panda's fence: "Yang
and her boyfriend Zack Rosenburg quit Yang was so cute and I just wanted to
their jobs and went to New Orleans to cuddle him. I didn't expect he would
volunteer, living in St. Bernard Parish. attack," according to the official Xinhua
They now dedicate their lives to help News Agency.
Liu underwent surgery Friday
ing people rebuild and move back into
evening and remained in the hospital
their homes.
McCartney and Rosenburg opened for several days. Yang Yang was flown
the nonprofit St. Bernard Project, which into Guilin last year from Sichuan
focuses on helping those they consider province and was behaving normally
most in need. With donations, volun on Saturday. The panda did not seem to
teers and skilled supervisors, homes suffer any negative psychological ef
fects according to park employees.
get rebuilt and people move back.
n

Associated Press

by
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By Michael Lepri '10

World Staff

Environmental Economics: Examining 'Green' Business
"green" trend has spread from
In today's struggling economies,
environmentalists to the CEOs of many companies are putting going
Fortune 500 companies in the past fewgreen on hold. This is happening be
years. Since Al Gore launched his cause it is expensive to do so. It is ar
global warming campaign, green gued, however, that in the long run
business has gained strength and going green will save you money. This
spread to all types of industries.
may be the case for some companies,
Whether or not global warming is oc like Georgia Power's landfill gas, but
curring, more and more companies definitely not for all.
continue to push green initiatives and
Assume, for example, that GM does
advertise that they are "going green." not go bankrupt and is able to obtain
In addition, consumers are flocking to the emergency funding it is seeking
these green products.
from the government and use it to
Today, many businesses and indi make more fuel efficient cars. Will the
viduals claim to be "going green" by investment in these new factories and
paying a premium on their utility bills technology pay for itself in the future?
which goes toward generating "green How can we know whether gas prices
power." According to Business Week, will increase again or stay as they are?
the customers who thought they were If gas prices remain low will Ameri
saving the planet are being misled.
cans go back to the trend of buying
The majority of the money being col gas-guzzling SUVs? If so, these new
lected by these utility companies as a fuel efficient cars will not meet the de
premium is being used to market the mand of US consumers.
green initiative, not to fund it. Georgia
The fuel-efficient cars that are bought
power, for example, used 60 percent of by consumers are another green invest
the money allocated to its program to ment. If you were interested in buying
"help bring more renewable power to a fuel efficient Prius Hybrid instead of
Georgia" on advertising.
a Honda Civic the first thing to con
Some energy companies have found sider would be the price. A new Prius
techniques that could be considered is $23,384 and a new Civic is $17,751. If
green that are already in regular use. you assume that gas is $4 a gallon and
For instance, gas powered electricity that you drive 12,500 miles per year in
from a landfill is less expensive than each car, it will take you about 9 years
coal for companies who have the tech to make up the higher cost (+$5,533) of
nology. These companies are still the Prius. Gas prices have not been $4
charging a premium to consumers since last summer, so if you assume the
even though they would use this tech average price of gas will remain at $2 it
will take about 18 years to recover the
nology regardless.
he

T

difference in cost.
The better fuel Does Fuel-Efficient Necessarily Mean Cost-Efficient?
economy offered
by the Prius (46
Prius
Civic
mpg) does not Cost of the Car
$ 23,284.00 $ 17,75100
make up for the
increased cost.
46
29
According
to Miles Per Gallon
NPD Group data, Miles Per Year (avg)
12,500
12,500
only 19 percent of
people believe gr
431.034483
271.73913
een products are Gallons Per Year
worth the extra Dollars Per Gallon
$
4.00 $
4.00
cost they incur.
Total Cost of Gas for a Year
$ 1,086.96 $ 1,724.14
Fluorescent bulbs,
for example, are
supposed to re
Difference in Gas per car: $637.18
duce your electric
Difference in Cost of the car: $5,533.00
ity bill and pay for
Years to pay back difference in cost: 8.68
themselves in a
Chart by Mike Lepri 'io
short period of time,
The term "greenwashing" is now
but only comprise 6 percent of the total
being used by environmentalists to de
market for light bulbs.
The reason why these bulbs are not scribe companies or products that ad
in every home is simply because they vertise protecting the environment but
are not a good value. They are ex really do not. Since it is relatively easy
pected to last 10 times longer than a to take advantage of the trend many
conventional bulb but cost seven companies have jumped on the band
times as much. In addition, even wagon. Many of these products simply
though the bulbs use 75 percent less will not save you money in the long run
energy, the light they give off is dim but still claim to save the planet.
Once consumers realize the high cost
and uninviting according to most. Not
to mention these bulbs contain mer of being environmentally friendly, the
cury, so if they break you may have to green trend could slow down. You can
call poison control. When one woman already see that consumers do not want
dropped a bulb in her home in Maine to drastically change their lifestyles to
the estimated cleanup for the mercury conform to some of the ideas encour
aged by environmentalists.
was around $2000.
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CANADA: Conservative Government May Fall,
Transition to Coalition
According to The New York Times, the prospect
that Canada's Conservative government could be re
placed by a coalition became more likely on Friday
following a day of negotiations and agreements be
tween opposition parties.
If in fact the opposition's effort is successful, it
will be the very first time in Canadian history
that a formal coalition has taken power from a
functioning government.
The conservatives, led by Prime Minister Stephen
Harper, did not obtain a majority of seats in the House
of Commons when they returned to power in October.
On Friday, Nov. 28, the three opposition parties in
Parliament made it clear that they have agreed to
support a Liberal Party motion. This motion rejects
the economic plan set forth by conservatives, which
would cut government spending, thus providing
no measures to offset the economic downturn.
If the government does fall, Harper would most
likely ask the governor general, Michaelle Jean, to
call another election. Yet as of now the future of the
Canadian government remains uncertain.

GREENLAND: Significant Step
Toward Independence
The people of Greenland voted overwhelmingly
in favor of loosening their 300-year-old ties to Den
mark last Tuesday, Nov. 26.
In a referendum on greater autonomy, the inhab
itants of the world's largest island took a great step
towards independence. According to The New York
Times, the voter turnout was over 70 percent, and
nearly 76 percent of the voters were in favor.
Hans Jakob Helms, a political advisor to the
dominant political party in Greenland, believes that
the people of Greenland offered a clear answer as
to what they wanted their future to be.
"The support was overwhelming," he said in a
telephone interview.
According to Mr. Helms, Denmark, which colo
nized Greenland nearly 300 years ago and granted
the island home rule roughly 30 years ago, will still
maintain influence over matters including foreign
policy and defense. However, this new law will
allow Greenlanders the option of taking more re
sponsibility in several different areas.
In addition, the law will allow Greenlanders to
be recognized as a separate people under interna
tional law and will make Greenlandic the island's
official language.

UNITED STATES: It's Official: U.S. Is In Recession
The United States economy is officially in a reces
sion and has been in that state for about a year, re
ported National Bureau of Economic Research on
Monday, Dec. 1.
The private, nonprofit research organization said
its group of business-cycle economists met and de
cided that the U.S. recession began last December.
A recession is generally defined as a decline in
gross domestic product over two consecutive quar
ters. The NBER's data also accounts for more precise
statistics, such as employment data.

UNITED STATES: Endeavour Lands in California
The space shuttle Endeavour landed safely in Cal
ifornia on Sunday, Nov. 30, after an eventful mission
to repair parts of the International Space Station.
According to BBC News, the shuttle's landing site
was switched from Florida to California at the last
minute due to bad weather.
The crew of Endeavour spent 16 days in space,
which was one more day than originally scheduled.
The mission was extended by a day because NASA
wanted the shuttle's crew to make repairs to a ma
chine that makes drinking water from urine. The
equipment to provide drinking water from the as
tronauts' urine had failed many times since it was
delivered two weeks ago.
The crew also serviced the space station's two
Solar Alpha Rotary Joints, which allow its solar ar
rays to track the sun. New hardware was also in
stalled to support future assembly missions.
The shuttle will be transported from California
back to Florida's Kennedy Space Center to begin im
mediate processing for its next flight in May, 2009.
MEXICO: Drug War Intensifies
The recent explosion of drug-related violence has
reportedly worsened in the past week. The trauma
is greatest along the border with the United States,
where drug cartels are battling one another for a
growing domestic market and access to Northern
transit routes, according to The New York Times. In
Tijuana alone, a wave of gangland killings has left
over 100 people dead since Sept. 26, a death toll that
rivals, that in Baghdad, which is four times as large,
over the same period.
The Mexican government has sent soldiers to
trouble spots throughout the country to assist local
law enforcement agencies and to root out corruption
in the area. However, thus far the drug traffickers
have proved better armed in many cases. They are
both violent and sadistic in their killing methods,
often dumping bodies in schoolyards. According to
a local Tv reporter, "It's hard for children not to
know what's going on.. .you can turn off the TV all
the time and hide the radio and newspaper. They're
still going to hear the bullets."

VENEZUELA: Chavez Seeks Reelection Amendment
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez announced a
plan on Sunday, Nov. 30, to seek a constitutional
amendment to allow him to run for reelection. Ac
cording to BBC News, Mr. Chavez said that he
hoped to remain in power until 2021.
This announcement comes after the president lost
a constitutional referendum last year, and it also fol
lows a regional election in which the United Socialist
Party surrendered key ground to the opposition.
President Chavez told thousands of supporters
that he would be seeking constitutional changes nec
essary to allow the president to stand for indefinite
reelection. The president lost a vote on that exact
issue last December, and under the present rules he
must stand down until 2012.
The opposition say that the same issue cannot be
voted on twice, but when Chavez lost the vote last
year, people were voting on many constitutional re
forms. This would only be a single amendment to
the constitution, and could send Venezuelans back
to the polls next year.

Kieran Whelan '09 and
Mackenzie Mango '10

by

Middle East
IRAQ: Parliament Backs U.S. Pullout
The Iraqi parliament has voted to accept a
deal regarding the future presence of United
States troops in the country followinga year of
negotiations, according to the BBC. This deci
sion mandates that U.S. troops leave Iraq by
mid 2009, vacating entirely by 2011.
While some demanded that U.S. troops
leave earlier, an agreement was finally reached,
and the government has deemed the parlia
mentary session as the prelude to full sover
eignty returning to the country.
Out of the 198 members of parliament pres
ent, 149 voted in favor of the deal. Before the
vote took place, mainstream Shia and Kurdish
parties needed support from the minority
Sunni, which they gained. However, the deal
was not passed without the condition that a
referendum will be held on the pact in the mid
dle of next year. U.S. troops may have to leave
earlier in mid-2010 if that fails to endorse the
withdrawal plan effectively.
The security agreement and an accompany
ing document outlining America's relationship
with Iraq in areas like economics, health care
and education, grants Iraq authority over
American troop operations by requiring court
orders to search buildings and hold suspects.
U.S. president George Bush congratulated
the Iraqi parliament, stating its vote had af
firmed "the growth of Iraq’s democracy and
increasing ability to secure itself."
The vote formalizes a strong and equal part
nership, and signifies a victory for democracy.
Additionally, it sets the course for the end to
the U.S.' role in the war and sets the precedent
for a new relationship to emerge between the
two countries.

Asia
CHINA: Accused Spy Executed in Beijing
According to BBC News, China executed
a man last Friday, Nov. 28, who was accused
of being a spy for Taiwan.
Wo Weihan, a 59-year-old man who ran his
own medical research company in Beijing,
was arrested in early 2005. The Chinese gov
ernment accused him of passing Chinese mil
itary secrets to Taiwan, which China
considers a renegade province.
Various court documents have stated that
Wo Weihan spied for an organization called
"The Grand Alliance for the Reunification of
China," between 1989 and 2003. According to
China, this group is supported by the Kuom
intang, which is Taiwan's new ruling party.
Ran Chen, the daughter of Wo Weihan, has
insisted that her father was tortured into ad
mitting that he was a spy, and that he had
been denied access to a lawyer for a year.
Susan Stevenson, a spokeswoman for the
United States' embassy in Beijing, con
demned the execution saying that the US was
"deeply disturbed and dismayed."
The European Union also voiced its resent
ment, saying that the execution seriously un
dermined the spirit of trust between the
European Union and China. This execution
will severely heighten the tensions between
the EU and China, as it came on the same day
that the EU officials raised Wo Weihan's case
at a meeting on human rights with their Chi
nese counterparts.

SWITZERLAND: Voters Approve
Prescription Heroin
According to BBC news, Swiss voters backed a
change in health policy on Sunday, Nov. 30, that
would provide prescription heroin to addicts. Accord
ing to the final results from the national referendum,
68 percent of voters supported the new plan.
Switzerland would no doubt be the first country
to include heroin in government policy. This new
policy includes the addicts injecting the drug
under medical supervision at a clinic or hospital.
This heroin vote was one of a series of referenda
held to decide policy on illegal drugs. This policy
is described as one of last resorts, prescribing ad
dicts with the same drug that caused their prob
lems in the first place.
However, various supporters, including the
majority of the Swiss voters, believe that this pol
icy works. Those supporters argue that the posi
tive results will reduce drug-related crime
throughout the country. Opponents of this policy
have argued that heroin prescription sends the
wrong message to young people and will even
tually harm the addicts themselves.

Africa
NIGERIA: Disputed Election Triggers Religious Riots
The death toll hit 400 on Sunday, Nov. 30, as rival
ethnic and religious mobs burned homes, shops,
mosques and churches in Nigeria as a disputed
local election triggered fighting, according to
Reuters news agency.
The riots took place in a city at the crossroads of
Nigeria's Muslim north and Christian south, and it
is the most unrest the country has seen in years.
The Red Cross has stated that around 7,000 peo
ple had fled their homes and are currently being
sheltered in government buildings and other
makeshift homes, like army barracks.
While generally Nigeria's 140 million citizens,
whom are equally split between Muslims and
Christians, live side by side harmoniously, this is
no longer the case. Recently tension has been rising
in the country's "Middle Belt" region.
The security forces are said to have acted
quicker than in the past to contain the violence,
with neighboring states armies being sent in as re
inforcements. As of Sunday, Nov. 30, the violence
is reportedly dying down between the Muslims
and Christians.
ZIMBABWE: Court Ruling Favors Farmers
A court in Zimbabwe ruled Friday, Nov. 28, that
78 white Zimbabweans could keep their farms, say
ing the government's land reallocation policy was
racially biased, according to The New York Times.
While the ruling is viewed as a victory, it is not
likely to be strictly enforced due to the current eco
nomic and political crisis ravaging the country.
The often violent land reform program, insti
tuted by President Robert Mugabe in 2000, has
forced many white farmers off of the highest qual
ity farming land. The government has stated that
the program was instituted in order to protect the
country's black majority.
However, critics are quick to point out that
since the implementation of this program, Zim
babwe has been turned into a "begging bowl"
rather than a "regional bread basket" from which
all can benefit. According to officials, the tribunal
lacks authority on the matter.
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Warming This Ain't No Song and Dance
Musical give tweens the wrong
real
school experience?
Debaters Does High
Silenced
School

by Chris Slavin ’12
Commentary Staff

Mark Scirocco '10
Commentary Staff

by

SCIENCE
The great fear of modem man
revolves not around God, religion, or
even terrorism, but global warming.
Hysteria over the future of our planet
has become so widespread that many
who dare to question the validity of
global wanning are expelled from the
scientific community.
Take for example naturalist David
Bellamy, who made his name as a
respected botanist and author of 35
books while presenting TV programs
for the BBC. Ten years ago, Bellamy was
shunned by the BBC for denying
anthropogenic, or human-induced,
global warming.
Bellamy states, "When I first stuck
my head above the parapet to say I did
n't believe what we were being told
about global warming I had no idea
what the consequences would be...The
sad fact is that since I said I didn't
believe human beings caused global
warming I've not been allowed to make
a TV programme."
If we are to accept the rhetoric of
global warming activists, the banning of
Bellamy seems reasonable. For instance,
in a May 2007, Dr. Gro Harlem
Brundtland, a United Nations special
envoy on climate change, declared that,
"This discussion is behind us. It's over.
The diagnosis is clear, the science is
unequivocal — it's completely immoral,
even, to question now" the legitimacy
of man-made global warming. Former
vice president Al Gore has expressed
similar sentiments.
In this fashion, global warming hys
terics attempt to silence all debate on
the subject.
We only have to look at the facts, how
ever, in order to debunk the myth of
there being a "scientific consensus" on
global warming.
The number of scientists questioning
man-made global warming is growing
by the day. John Coleman, founder of
the Weather Channel, writes that only
recently, "a list of the names of over thir
ty-one thousand scientists who refute
global warming was released. . .of
which 9,000 are Ph.D's. . .In the past
year, five hundred scientists have issues
public statements challenging global
warming. . .There was an International
Conference of Climate Change Skeptics
in New York in March of this year. One
hundred of us gave presentations."
Coleman and his ilk have produced
voluminous amounts of evidence sup
porting their claims. For example,
Coleman notes that the basic premise of
global warming, which points to the
increase in carbon dioxide emissions
from the use of fossil fuels, is unfound
ed. Of carbon dioxide, Coleman writes,
"It is a natural component of our atmos
phere. It has been there since time
began. It is absorbed and emitted by the
oceans. It is used by every living plant to
trigger photosynthesis. Nothing would
be green without it. And we humans; we
create it."
There is other important evidence to
consider. Coleman writes that recently,
"the Sun has gone quiet with fewer
and fewer Sun spots, and the global
temperatures have gone into decline.
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Earlier this fall the third installment of
the High School Musical saga was
released. From humble origins as one of
the traditionally beloved yet unsung
Disney Channel Original
SOCIETY Movies, HSM has blos
somed into a phenome
non. Although I don't
think the appeal of these movies is
restricted to one age group, there is not
much arguing that the series' fan base
consists mostly of toddlers and preteens. The generation that has been
engulfed in the beloved High School
Musical series since its debut in 2006 has
yet to experience the plot base of the
movies it has adored: High school. As
these youngsters stare wide-eyed at char
acters who have ear to ear grins on faces
conveying emotions of pure ecstasy, frol
icking through the halls of East High,
they must all be thinking the same thing:
"High school is going to be AWESOME!"
If any given sixth-grade girl were to
begin watching these movies when they
first premiered in January 2006, this
would mean this girl would have
entered her freshman year in high school
this past September. I can only imagine
the picture that was painted within this
young lady's mind when she walked
through the doors on the first day of
school. Keep in mind that for the past
two and a half years, she has been watch
ing Troy and Gabriella sing and dance
up and down locker-lined hallways.
During the bus ride to school, I would
not be at all surprised if this girl was
anticipating she would be prancing in

idea about the

and out of classrooms for the next four
years with a catchy tune constantly play
ing in the background. Visions of exuber
ant students, parades from class to class,
and a school day filled with pure joy
undoubtedly danced in this poor girl's
head on the eve of her high school debut.
Imagining her realization the first time
she walked through the double doors is
almost disheartening.

GOOGLE IMAGES

"First of all, why is everyone walking?
We should be skipping and singing
simultaneously." Her confusion deepens
when the sound of a jolly jingle does not
hit her ears or the smell of exquisite cafe
teria food does not hit her nose. She won
ders why the school mascot is not cheer
fully dancing amidst the students, when
she finally catches sight of someone who
fits her expectations. A handsome senior
sporting a letter jacket is approaching.
Only he does not have a twinkling smile
or a bubbly demeanor like Troy, but is
merely trudging down the hallway with
a hollow gaze. The girl's hopes that this,
or any other boy around her, is her
school's Troy Bolton is completely extin
guished when she sees him shove a
scrawny bystanding freshman into a
locker and proceed without emotion.
Her head in knots, she sees a pack of

high

pretty juniors approaching: "Finally!
Gabriella and the girls!" Expecting a
warm greeting in return, she sheepishly
smiles and waves at the group, only to
receive a dirty from head to toe look
from them. The loyal HSM fan's expecta
tions and visions of high school that she
has accumulated over the last two and a
half years fade from her mind in one
short day.
I can not truthfully call myself a fan of
High School Musical but I certainly do not
hate the movies, the same way I remain
neutral on most other juvenile-oriented
cinema. HSM is without question a hit
for its target audience but it is important
to understand that it would have
flopped if it were trying to appeal to any
one who has experienced high school
(an exception to all post-high school girls
who fell under Zac Efron's spell). I am
not saying that the writers of HSM were
trying to depict the traditional high
school with East High, but if they were
trying to do so, they could have taken a
page out of the book of movies such as
Superbad. In a movie such as this one, the
audience is brought closer to home,
where a more realistic high school is rep
resented and viewers can relate to the
protagonists' eternal quest for girls and
beer. I think if a young man were to see
Superbad in eighth grade he would have
a dear vision of what to expect for the
next for years.
Don't get me wrong. High school was
the best four years of my life thus far.
However, I did not walk through the
doors on the first day with the jubilant
High School Musical series engraved in
my brain or try to compare my school to
the pristine East High.

Performing: Not a One-Man Show
by Ben Perry '10
Commentary Staff

ENTERTAINMENT

As a performer, I understand the
thrill of being onstage in front of a
crowd, and the desire to do so as
much as possible. I find myself delv
ing into all types of performance: the
atre, live music, storytelling, speech,
even radio and the written word.
Unless you've been part of a live per
formance of some sort, you may not
have a clue how much goes into the
performance that doesn't include the
performer (certainly rehearsal is an
important aspect but everyone
expects this to some extent). There
are various other tasks done before
the performance and during the per
formance that make the event a lively
and memorable experience for the
audience. These include advertising,
setup, lighting, sound, tickets/sales,
and other important jobs. That said,
any sort of performance requires a lot
of people in order to be successful.
When you're part of a perform
ance, there's always an urge to be the
performer, but someone working one
of the other necessary aspects of the
show needs to understand the diffi
culties of doing both. I've set up mul
tiple live band shows, and in most of
them a band of my own has per
formed. This isn't a bad thing, but
I've realized that I much prefer to
have someone else run sound for my
band. When I set up a show, do the
advertising, run sound, and perform,

it's simply too much for me to handle.
That's why the team is so important
and why it's crucial to realize that the
logistics are as important as the actu
al performers. You need that guy on
the sound board to be free of any of
the other cares that go with perform
ing so that the sound is as good as it
can be.
PHOTO BY MARISSA WAY

When it comes to theatre, this same
idea applies. I've been in a great
number of productions in my life,
and it can be very dangerous for any
member of the cast or crew to
attempt someone else's job. The
actors simply cannot attempt to run
the sound board when they have a
free scene or two. Even if they're

more competent on the board than
whoever is running sound, they can't
afford giving themselves the oppor
tunity to make a mistake. There is a
reason duties have been allocated,
and this is to make everything run
smoothly. For this reason, a director
should never act in his own theatrical
production. When he is onstage act
ing, two very important problems
arise. First, he cannot observe the
scene as the audience perceives it
because he is a part of it. Second, he
cannot give himself appropriate tips
on acting because he is the actor and
director and can't separate his acting
from his vision.
Sometimes there are extenuating
circumstances and things just have to
be done. I guess I can't fault anyone
for doing what is necessary to make
their production the best it can be; I
just have to caution those who try it
to be very careful. Being a part of
multiple facets in your own event is a
good thing, but there is a point where
it becomes too much, and that it takes
away from the whole. The delicate
balance of focus and sheer volume of
work has to be achieved or the whole
event will completely collapse. I can't
call myself an expert leader by any
stretch of the imagination, but one
thing that is absolutely crucial is del
egating tasks to others who you
know are capable of success. It is this
sort of knowledge of other people's
strengths and weaknesses that will
make any event a success or failure. If
you delegate tasks according to
strengths, then everything else from
there should be a breeze.
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"Coal minor Mitch knew being naughty would eventually pay off."

WARMING: Still Not

a One-Sided Issue

www.TheCowl.com

continued from page 11:
Earth has cooled for almost ten
straight years."
Bellamy similarly states, "I've seen evi
dence...that says there has not been a
rise in global temperature since 1998,
despite the increase in carbon dioxide
being pumped into the atmosphere."
The 31,000 scientists mentioned by
Coleman, known as Project Petition, state
in a group letter, "There is no convincing
scientific evidence that human release of
carbon dioxide, methane, or other green
house gases is causing or will, in the fore
seeable future, cause catastrophic heat
ing of the Earth's atmosphere and dis
ruption of the Earth's climate." Even the
United Nations has been forced to admit
that the earth has recently cooled, but
now counters that global warming will
be sure to resume within a decade.

Americans ought
to be given both
sides of
the argument.
Several weeks ago, weather statistics
were released for the month of October.
Wesley Pruden of The Washington Times
writes, "So far the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
reports 63 record snowfalls in the United

States, 115 lowest-ever temperatures for
the month. Only 44 Octobers over the
past 114 years have been cooler than this
last one." Because of the obvious cooling
trend, Gore and others no longer refer to
global warming but to "climate change."
As Pruden notes, "climate change" cov
ers every possibility.
Far from being a settled question, the
case against global warming continues to
get stronger. Global warming's main
attraction, and the reason it has been
endorsed by
the
mass media,
Hollywood, the United Nations, and the
incoming Presidential administration, is
the power and control it guarantees.
Acceptance of the principles of global
warming brings with it severe limitations
on human freedom. Environmental crisis
will mean more governmental involve
ment in the everyday lives of the
American people.
If Gore and others were sure of
their pseudo-science they would take
dissenters up in their challenge to
debate. But because the strength of
their case is so questionable, they
refuse all such offers.
There is indeed much at stake in dis
cerning the truth on global warming.
With taxpayer dollars and freedom itself
on trial, Americans ought to be given
both sides of the argument, not just the
one most convenient to those in power.

The Cowl

Providence College's Student Newspaper since 1935
Publisher: Rev. Brendan Murphy, O.P.
Editor-in-Chief: Mary Pelletier '09

Photography Editor: Matt Longobardi TO
Asst. Photography Editor: Sara Spirito '11

Associate Editor-in-Chief: John Vaghi '10
Head Copy Editor: Patrick Allen '10
Asst. Head Copy Editor: Katrina Davino '10

Sweat Free Movement
Fits Mission Statement
by Matt Miller '09
Commentary Staff

CAMPUS

In today's apathetic and micromanaged society, student move
ments are frequently considered to
be obsolete, a dusty relic from anoth
er age. This apparent lack of visible
resistance to repressive policy and
tyrannical doctrine leads to an
assumption
of
"uncaringness"
among
the
educated
youth.
University students are expected to
appreciate the sacrifices their par
ents made for them and to swallow
the quaint routine offered to them
under the banner of "existence." A
lovely cycle of life ensues: Upper
middle class childhood, public or
private high school, college or uni
versity of your choice, gainful
employment, marriage, 2 1/2 children,
retirement, death. Well, for your
entertainment, a veritable source of
student activism has arisen on the
lush campus of Providence College.
Sweat Free PC is not a club or an
organization. It is a movement. A
movement motivated by a yearning
for social improvement and the pur
suit of justice. Participation is not a
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result of necessity or coercion, but of
a voluntary commitment to ideals.
The goal is clear. The campaign
seeks, through grassroots support
and legislative action, to urge our
college to affiliate with the Workers'
Rights Consortium (WRC). The
WRC and its designated supplier
program (which provides a list of
sweat-free factories and manufactur
ers) fight to guarantee equality and
fair labor practices on a global scale.
Through an affiliation with the
WRC, Providence College could end
any possible reliance on sweatshop
labor and products. In short, this
simple act would shatter the link
between this institution and com
mercial exploitation of subjugated
workers. The process has only one
step: The president must write a let
ter stating our decision to affiliate.
One letter to change countless lives.
The waning of engagement with
the pressing social and political
issues among college-age people has
yielded a renewed prostration to the
will and authority of the powerful.
This dominance of administrative
zeal implies not merely a conscien
tious choice to submit. There has
emerged a general sentiment that
students are not supposed to protest

tor are the opinions of the writer only and do
not reflect the viewpoint of The Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or
faxed to The Cowl office no later than 5:00
p.m. on the Monday before publication. Mail
submissions to 549 River Avenue, Providence,
R.I. 02918, Slavin Rm. G05; fax to 401-8651202; submit online at www.thecowl.com; email to thecowl@providence.edu; or hand
deliver to The Cowl Office in Slavin G05. Ads
can be sent to cowlads@providence.edu. Call
401-865-2214 with any questions.

Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per year
by mail. Student subscription is included in
tuition fee. Correspondence can be mailed
directly to: The Cowl, 1 Cunningham Square,
Providence, R.I. 02918, Slavin G05.
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Dying Intellectualism Letters to the Editor:
at Providence College
Disappointment with the lack of vegetarian options

by Jeremiah Begley '10
Commentary Staff

SOCIETY

I used to believe our college to be
plagued by a lack of intellectual serious
ness. It seemed to me that, in the minds
of many on this campus, study was an
engagement to be hurried through and
avoided if all possible. Intellectual tasks
were chores that had to be done before
the real fun could begin.
My assessment of the facts has not
changed. These pernicious attitudes are
still prevalent, but I have begun to ques
tion my erstwhile contention that they
arise from a lack of seriousness. Indeed,
in one sense excessive seriousness about
academic work could lead one to equate
education with hard labor. Perhaps what
is truly lacking at our institution is a
healthy measure of intellectual levity, or
playfulness.
In the ancient conception of things, life
is divided up into two categories: otium,
usually rendered as "leisure," and
negotium, the opposite. Significantly,
leisure is the primary thing, and "work"
is defined as its negation, not as a thing in
its own right. One performs the mun
dane duties of negotium solely for the
sake of gaining time and resources for
otium, the basis of culture and the true
meaning of life.
Although this view is certainly foreign
to much of American society, in which
people define themselves by their
employment to such an extent that they
willingly work 60 or more hours per
week, it may sound familiar and refresh
ing to us as youth. If, so to speak, every
body's working for the weekend, does it
not follow that everybody should do
only enough to forestall a grade point
average disaster?
Actually, it does not. In fact, grades
have unquestionably helped bring about
the catastrophic redefinition of the life of
the mind as negotium. This category mis
take is at the very heart of our problem.
The otium toward which the Greeks and
Romans directed their existence is the
very pseudo-negotium which we shunt
aside and perform perfunctorily.
Intellectual levity, therefore, is the virtue
of recognizing the tremendous privilege
and blessing of being granted a liberal
arts education.
We are given four years of our lives to
spend, essentially, however we please.
This liberty is intended to afford us the
opportunity for intellectual exploration,
as we move gradually from a general
immersion in Western civilization
toward a slightly more specialized area
of study to which we become particular
ly devoted. The theological, philosophi
cal, historical, and literary treasures of

almost three millennia are laid at our
unworthy feet. Here is the best of what
has been thought and said, we are told;
what would you like to read? And we
reply: Thank you, yes. I will have four
teen cans of Natural Ice.
Youthful exuberance and experimen
tation aside, those who repeatedly and
consistently make such a choice declare
themselves unworthy of being in college.
Those who squander the chance to drink
deeply at the bottomless well of truth by
habitually drinking deeply at various offcampus establishments are tacitly but
unequivocally registering a preference to
be in a different environment. They
deserve the coal mine. They deserve the
steel mill. The treasures of Western cul
ture are wasted on those who wish to
dispense with them as quickly and pain
lessly as possible.
Of course, it is precisely because most
of us wish to avoid a career in smelting
or coal extraction that we tend to treat
our studies solely as a means to another
end. It is frequently alleged that the
majority of students simply are not here
in order to be swept off their feet by
Renaissance poetry; they are here
because the job market dictates they have
a college degree, whether earned or oth
erwise, and they wish to comply. This
fact leads many to major in one of the
false disciplines which have crept into
our undergraduate catalogue and
grown, like huge malignant tumors, to a
position of dominance. The distinguish
ing characteristic of these disciplines,
most of which have been conveniently
consolidated into the new School of
Business for easy reference, is that no one
could possibly enjoy them on their own
merits. Unlike reading Homer, which is
an intrinsic good pleasurable to the welladjusted soul regardless of any addition
al benefit or outcome, these disciplines
are studied only instrumentally, for the
purpose of making money.
Preeminent among these are the
immensely popular troika of marketing,
management, and finance, which devour
fearful undergraduates like the three
heads of Cerberus. These sophistic arts
are among the biggest culprits in the
destruction of intellectual playfulness.
They play upon our fears of rejection in
the marketplace, and whisper sweet
nothings of financial security in our ears.
I say its time to end the tyranny of
pseudo-practicality. We all need jobs, of
course, and it may well be that not every
one will experience a joyful awakening
while studying the liberal arts. But there
is no better preparation for any job than
the skills which attend naturally with the
study of a true discipline: reading per
ceptively, writing well, and having a
sense of what life is really about. What
need have we for Leadership Studies
when Aeneas still leads his men to the
Lavinian shore?

I was very disappointed in Ray
Cafeteria's Thanksgiving meal this
year. As a vegetarian I am used to
finding it difficult to find a nutri
tious meal to eat at Ray, and I have
almost come to terms with that.
However, the Thanksgiving meal
this year made no attempt to accom
modate those students who do not
eat meat or animal products. The
main dish was a traditional turkey
dinner, but no meat-free alternatives
were offered. The section in which
Garden Burgers are usually served
was replaced with a second serving
station for turkey dinners. The vegel tarian classics section is perpetually
filled with side dishes that do not

constitute a fulfilling meal. I am sick
and tired of being relegated to eating
salad and pasta for every meal.
Students who choose vegetarian or
vegan diets pay just as much as
other students for their meal plans
but are rarely taken into account
when meals are planned. I frequent
ly take advantage of the suggestion
box in Ray to try to bring this issue
to light, but I never see any changes.
Consideration for students with
alternative diets is long overdue. I
hope next years' Thanksgiving meal
will provide some food dishes that I
can be thankful for!

-Matthew Chase TO

Cartoon is offensive, policies are inconsistent
Last week's comic depicted a man
■ and a female turkey drawn in an over■ ly sexualized manner with cleavage,
fishnets and high heels. The caption
under the comic read, "Mitch was
looking for the best turkey for stuff
ing." Immediately after seeing this
comic, I was outraged and offended
that The Cowl would print something
so obviously sexist and degrading to
women. The use of "stuffing" is a
euphemism for a male initiating sex in
a violent and nonconsensual manner.
I This type of act is not comical in any
way. This comic reduces the female
turkey—representing a woman—to a
sex object to be "stuffed" by a male,
whether she agrees or not. Sexual
assault and rape is quite prevalent on

college campuses, especially our cam
pus, even if the administration does
not seem to agree. After this initial
shock, I realized something else:
Providence College, including The
Cowl, is very inconsistent in following
the so-called wholesome Catholic
image that the school strives for. While
I realize The Cowl is run by students,
the fact still rests that we can't perform
The Vagina Monologues or hand out con
doms on campus, but one can pick up
our student newspaper and see an
offensive comic degrading women. I
hope that The Cowl will apologize for
printing this offensive comic and will
not print anything like it in the future.

-Kelly Bevis 40

Privatizing social security is NOT the answer

I
|
|
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In response to Joe Sirianni's Nov. 20
op-ed, "To Stabilize, We Must Privatize."
It is no wonder that suggestions to
privatize social security have been
limited recently. In an economic reces
sion, encouraging people to invest
their retirement savings in the volatile
market is ludicrous.
Social Security's original goal, when
signed into law by FDR 73 years ago,
was to be a social insurance plan to
prevent our nation's senior citizens
from being completely impoverished.
It was never intended to be an invest
ment strategy. On the contrary, social
security is said to be one leg of a threelegged stool; the other legs are tradi
tional pensions and individual retire
ment savings. With traditional pen
sions growing increasingly rare, indi
vidual savings and social security are
even more important. Sirianni makes a
very accurate point that Americans
must increase their individual savings,
but social security must also remain as
a safety net to prevent desolation in an
emergency (for instance, the Great
Depression of the 1930s or today's eco
nomic recession).

Proponents of social security priva
tization have yet to answer my ques
tion about the largest flaw of their
plan: who will have to pay twice? Will
our generation have the double-burden of paying the promised benefits
to future retirees (our parents' gener
ation) AND paying into our own per
sonal retirement savings?
While Social Security accounts for
nearly 20 percent of the federal budg
et, a more serious concern for our
generation should be the rising cost of
health care, and how Medicare and
Medicaid costs will impact the budg
et. And unlike the rest of the federal
budget, which, in the last 45 years,
has run a deficit every year but two,
social security is prohibited from pay
ing benefits unless it can cover the
cost. It is also incredibly efficient,
returning in benefits 99 cents on every
dollar collected. If only the rest of our
government programs could be as
efficient and successful as social secu
rity in achieving its goals.
—LeeAnn Byrne '09

SWEAT FREE: Respect for Human Rights
continued from page 12:
or petition the iron decisions of
those in control. There now exists a
very firm substructure in collegiate
society that creates rigid boundaries
between administration and faculty,
faculty and students. Along with
these divisions, there are prescribed
roles attached to each position in the
framework. Some would ask of
Sweat Free PC, "why attempt to
change a system that is out of your
hands?" The answer lies in a far less
cynical, far more democratic vision
of university life. What the majority
of passive spectators neglect is that
as students of an academic institu
tion, we have not only the right to
actively oppose unjust policies, but
the human duty to do so.
The
educational
model
at
Providence College exemplifies a
top-down approach to pedagogy. In
the core curriculum especially, learn
ing is a lecture-and-recitation proce

dure that touts the insight and right
eousness of the material under
study. However, academic and intel
lectual freedom dictates that educa
tion must not teach pupils what to
think, but instead how to think critical
ly and analytically. The liberal arts are
founded on a tradi
tion of knowledge
that values an open
mind and human
integrity. As Father
Shanley put it in an
editorial he wrote
earlier this year,
Catholic colleges
"focus as much on
the moral develop
ment of their stu
dents as their intel
lectual
develop
ment." Sweat Free
PC seeks to enact
those moral ideals

in a substantial and active way by
protecting the welfare of the
oppressed masses.
Sweat Free's initiative has received
unanimous passage in the PC
Student Congress. A proposal has
been presented to the Faculty Senate
and, by the time of
this printing, will
have been voted
upon by the entire
ty of Providence's
esteemed faculty. A
petition has also
been circulating the
community during
the past weeks.
This petition repre
sents a vow taken
by the students not
to purchase books
in the PC bookstore
for spring semester
if the administra

tion should decide not to affiliate
with the WRC. It has been signed by
more than two hundred students.
The college's mission statement
outlines its fervent dedication to
promoting "the deepest respect for
the essential dignity, freedom, and
equality of every person." It goes on
to say that "Providence College pre
pares its students to be responsible
and productive citizens to serve in
their own society and the great
world community." Sweat Free PC
clearly does not oppose or refute the
college's educational program, but
instead affirms one of its most basic
cornerstones. Sweat Free's concern
for global woes and inequality
demonstrates an extension of PC's
foundation of Christian morality. It
is a movement that exhibits an
authentic passion which has been
widely forgotten in recent years.
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Tangents and Tirades
Savage shoppers get greedy. "Savage" is the only word that witnesses said
could truly describe the scene at a New York Wal-Mart last week. As The
Associated Press reports, hundreds of shoppers waited outside of a store
about 20 miles outside of New York City, some since Thanksgiving morning,
so that they could take advantage of the traditional "Black Friday" sale.
Despite increased security and police consultation, one store employee was
trampled to death and four other people were hospitalized, among them a
woman who was 8 months pregnant. When police attempted to restore con
trol and notified shoppers that they had to leave because someone had died,
customers continued to shop, many justifying themselves by the fact that
they "had been waiting since Thursday morning." The callousness, greed
and cold indifference of these otherwise normal people is simply stunning
and defies reason.—Andrew Sparks '09

Materialism marks the holiday season. Why is it that in today's society
everything has become materialistic? It seems that every year people are
more and more involved in the materialistic world revolving around the hol
iday season. Why can't Christmas be about family and friends and relax
ation? American society has become so wrapped up in the frenzy to buy all
the right toys and all the right gifts for the best prices. What we should be
worrying about is buying ONE amazing gift to put a smile on a loved one's
face. That is what Christmas should be about. When looking back at your
previous Christmases, you do not remember them by what great gift you got
that year. That's why Thanksgiving is a much better holiday, in my opinion,
because it is all about the three F's: family, friends, and food. The original
notion of celebrating Christ's birth on December 25 has been lost on
America; seemingly every year more and more time and money are spent on
materialistic gifts, rather than time and money spent on charity. Christ
wouldn't want us using his birthday as an excuse to go on a spending binge;
he would want us to help others in need and to enjoy each other's company
and compassion. Oh, and not to mention what the family of the poor man
who got trampled to death at a Wal-Mart is thinking; I can only imagine
what they are saying about the materialistic frenzy surrounding the holiday
season.— Jeff Gahan '11

Home for the holidays. Holidays are the time we are supposed to spend
with our families, correct? They are also the times in which we reflect on
how important family is. It seems that when we were freshmen we couldn't
wait to get home, but only because going home meant we could catch up
with our friends, drive around town, or go to Pinz (it's a bowling alley, it's
great). Now that I'm three years older, the realization that I'm going to be on
my own in less than a year is starting to wear on me. I've known that it'd be
coming sooner or later, I've just never chosen to think about it. I'm sure all
you seniors understand exactly what I'm saying. Personally, I used to take
going home for granted. It was just a distraction from the good time that was
here. But over this holiday weekend I came to understand that family is the
most important thing we can have in our lives because no one understands
you better than your family. So use the time off this holiday season not to
bowl, but to spend time with the people that are closest to you. Even if you
think that Providence College is the best place in the world (which it is), like
they say, there's no place like home. —Mike Pettinari '09

Following Abe's lead. In recent weeks, the president-elect has begun for
mulating the makeup of his cabinet and advisors. There seems to be an inter
esting trend in his selection that may produce some legitimate speculation.
As we all know, Senator Joe Biden is the vice president-elect. Senator Hillary
Rodham Clinton has now been officially named Secretary of State. The job of
secretary of commerce goes to Governor Bill Richardson and Tom Vilsack is
the rumored pick for secretary of agriculture. What do all these people have
in common? Yes you guessed it; they ran against Barack Obama in the 2008
Presidential race! Now quite possibly Mr. Obama is attempting to demon
strate that he values experience and skill over personal loyalty and depend
ability. Another president did this same thing —Abraham Lincoln. If you've
read, Team of Rivals, a novel by Doris Kearns Goodwin about the Lincoln
presidency, then you know Lincoln appointed all his political challengers to
cabinet positions. Lincoln thought that in a time of crisis, personal politics
could be set aside and issues could effectively be resolved. He was wrong.
After two years, three of the four rivals turned appointees left the Lincoln
team —some in the face of humiliation, others in abhorrence of the adminis
tration's direction. Lincoln's brilliance is incomparable, yet he failed in one
respect — the formation of his cabinet. Maybe this time around Barack
Obama will have a more fortunate outcome.—Joe Sirianni '10

High Fives & Nose Dives
High Fives:

The Christmas Tree Lighting. The carolers were in tune, the lights
shone bright, and it marked the beginning of the Christmas season beautifully.
Good job to all involved.

Nose Dives:

The new freshmen orientation. No one knows why the sudden
shift in policy occured, and it seems like no one is talking. Registration in small
groups is already hard enough. These kids are not only going to be crowded and
vying for classes, but the biggest inconsitency comes with the new alcohol poli
cy: What's the best way to reduce underage alcoholism? Shove every incoming
freshman on campus with 1,000 of his peers and no concern for classes the next
day. Good job, PC.

—Jackie Kramer '10
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'Tis the Season to
Be. . .Catholic?
offices and locked doors. Unable to
find a hard copy, I turned to technol
ogy - www.providence.edu. There I
did not find a copy of the letter, but
Ah yes, Christmas is upon us here I did find "Casting a Broader Net: A
at Providence College. And, as the Pastoral Plan for Outreach and
button I received at last Saturday's Evangelization
at
Providence
St. Pius mass states, "It's okay to say College," dated 11 months ago,
MERRY CHRISTMAS." March 2008, and in it, many of the
But just a brief week words that made my father say,
CAMPUS
ago, as the undeniably "They never did this kind of stuff
annoying
holiday when I was at PC."
schedule would have it, I returned
I've been trying to figure out
home to my cozy kitchen, ready for a which category of Catholic I fall into,
relaxing extended weekend away Campus Ministers. Am I "disen
from all things PC. (No offense, cam gaged?" I go to mass every week. Am
pus, but no matter how much I'll be I a "seeker?" I've been on a campus
wishing for these months in May, ministry-sponsored retreat. Am I
this semester has been a long one.)
"devout?" I'm actually quite com
Sitting down to a bowl of home fortable with my faith this week.
made sweet potato soup and an These are the three headings under
alum father ready to hear tales from which the Office of Mission and
the city, I grabbed the stack of mail Ministry is pigeonholing its students,
from the counter and began to and revealed to our parents in this
peruse,
trying
to
avoid
the letter. But as a student, I like to know
inevitable, albeit sarcastic, question: when I'm being pigeonholed. So I
"So, how many times did you go to continued reading the strategic plan.
Louie's last week?" Just as a festive
To be fair, the goals of this pastoral
L.L. Bean catalogue caught my eye - plan are not all bad - reaching out to
the perfect distraction - I also students is not something to be angry
noticed the College seal peeking out about, especially after the great alco
from behind the
hol policy debacle
inordinate amount "------------------of '08. I don't think
of plaid. The letter
anyone
could
By classifying students
was addressed to
argue with better
into three distinct groups
publicity for pub
my parents, but as
with distinct solutions
Padre caught sight
lic service opport u n i t i e s .
of
the
flannel,
to their apparent issues
Reassigning
Mass
curiosity
struck,
with personal faith,
times to better suit
and I opened the
these studies and reports
the schedules of
letter myself.
are further alienating
students is a great
Had I ignored
the desire to see those they are trying to reach. idea. But by classi
fying students into
what the college
As a Cathol ic reading
distinct
administrators
this plan, I can think of only three
were sharing with
groups with dis
those who get the one way to describe the tone:
tinct solutions to
holier-than thou.
their
apparent
tuition bill, I would
issues with per
not really have any
sonal faith, these
reason to write this
column. Had I told my mother to studies and reports are further alien
save that letter, I would still have ating those they are trying to reach.
hopes that maybe, just maybe, this As a Catholic reading this plan, I can
Christmas I would get an adminis think of only one way to describe the
tration that is working on its com tone: holier-than thou.
munication skills. But the letter,
If the plan's primary goal is
which, in all honesty, got thrown out "building relationships and a
with the remains of that sweet pota stronger sense of community among
to soup, was one that deepened my students, across our campus, and
holiday cynicism even more. It was a beyond
the
boundaries
of
letter, signed by Rev. Brian J. Providence College," perhaps the
Shanley, president of Providence Office of Mission and Ministry
College and endorsed by the Office should refocus its efforts on the
of Mission and Ministry, that was actual student body. Wasting paper
trying to evangelize me. It may sound and postage to notify parents of
a bit intimidating, but that's their changes that look good in print
term, not mine.
mean nothing if the general College
Funny thing is, it's the entire stu community is left unaware.
dent body the school wants to "evan
Post-script: As Editor-in-Chief of
gelize." So, if I'm the one they're The Cowl, should I read the weekly
focusing on, why was this the first I Q&A section that we are apparently
had heard about yet another "strate supposed to publish, directed at the
gic plan?" Now, I wish that I could disengaged? Noted in the Executive
quote from the letter directly, but Summary and Foreword on page
unfortunately, it's long gone and three,
the
Three
Levels
of
hard to find - literally. Yesterday, an Engagement section on page seven,
afternoon call to the chapel (the and the Level One catechesis on page
place I would think to go to for eight, the Q&A will demand "mini
Mission and Ministry) was greeted mal commitment of time and reli
heartily and apologetically, as the gious conviction" in "publishing
chaplain who answered the phone responses to students' questions on
could not get me a copy - he had issues of faith and spirituality." As far
only gotten word of this parental as questions go, Tiffany and Earl are
address 10 minutes earlier. As I the only ones around here who han
made it to Harkins Hall at 5:00 p.m. dle those. And if I'm a seeker, I don't
on the nose, I was met by dark really think I need anything else.
by

Mary Pelletier '09
Editor-in-Chief

Merry Christmas from The Cowl!

Roving
Photographer
The Cowl
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How did you react when you learned
Santa Claus was not real?

"We're Jewish."
Chris Panetta '10, Ben Gatti '10

"Betrayed and angry."
Meagan Durrigan '09, Christine Doren '09, Kaileigh
Merone '09, Meaghan Brookes '09, Kerri Murray '09

"We made friends with Rob Heald instead!"
The Galway Girls

"What do you mean he's not real?"
Colleen Wall TO

"I just didn't believe my parents."
Lauren Czorniak '12, Allie Curtis '12

"Yikes! "
-Kevin McCallister

The Cowl
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Christmastime

The Party's on, the Feeling's Here, and A&E has Santa's Cheer:
All year long, we've tried to be such good girls and boys. So before we party like it's 1929, we're asking that
commercialized Kringle to hook us up with a few morsels of true happiness.
Heya Santa, this year I would
reallllyyy like...
1. The dexterity to do the Harma Shake
or rather any dance.
2. A parrot named Happy Feet with a
life-time guarantee.
3. For Clubbies to return my dignity.
4. A theme song whenever I walk into
a room.
5. A bulldozer to take down Moore Hall.
6. A National Naked Day.
7. The best troll collection—ever.
8. A platter of cheese.
9. A lava lamp.
10. A room with no gravity.
Thanks a pant-load,
Lindsay Shenanigan

Santa,

I want
1. To lead the survivors through the
zombie apocalypse
2. A superpower (I’ll take whatever I
can get, I'm not picky)

3. Rock Band
-Paul

Dearest Santa.
Please bring me the following for
Christmas this year:
1. A Fast Pass for the lines in Ray (espe
cially when they serve the turkey dinner
st Classics)
2. The ability to dance. Not to be particularly good at it...just to be somewhat
passable on the dance floor.
3. More to-go cups in Ray. They brought out to-go cups, all was good, and then
they took the cups away. MAKE UP YER MINDS, DAMMIT.
4. A plasma TV for my dorm. One that mounts on the wall; God knows we
don't have anywhere else to put it...
5. A shirt with a big target on it, so the
obnoxious drivers passing the Huxley
crosswalk have something to aim for
next time they refuse to yield for me.
6. The High School Musical 3 Special
Edition soundtrack—so I can, uh, like —
make fun of it.
7. No more care packages. If there's any
thing I don't need...it's more care pack
ages.
8. A magical cure for my broken Sega
Genesis. I feel the need to bust out
those classic Sonic games once again.
9. A personal serenade from Paul
McCartney.
10. One of those huge mint whoopee
pie things from Jazzman's. They look
sort of awesome.

Much love,
Catherine
PS: Oh, and I wouldn't mind another World Series win for the Phillies in 2009.

Cher Santa,
I've done my best to be good this year. Please don’t hold my four visits to
Cubbies against me; two of those times were just so I could stay dry.

L That statue nt aoeirj (Apeth), you know, the one that's in the Celsus Library.
Yeah, that's going to look nice in MY library when I grow old.
2. The I'm Not There DVD autographed by Bob Dylan. Maybe that will attach him
to me telepathically, so I can understand a word he says.
3. The ability to learn another language. I'm at four,
French or German is preferred, but i'll settle for
Greek.
4. An Academy Award for Eliza Dushku - just for
being so darn beautiful. Oh, and if I could present it,
that'd be great.
5. The joy of teaming.
6. A brand-new used royal blue bicycle (Brand new
for me, used by someone else). I'll name her Arianna.
7. Ah all expenses paid trip to Europe. I keep talking
about how much I want to travel but don't have the
money for it.
8. A job at the Jaffe & Jaffe existential Detectives
Agency.
9. Bruce Wayne's work ethic. The dude engages in
intense physical and intellectual training, running,
Wayne Enterprises by day and saving Gotham City
by night.
10. Guitar lessons with John Mayer. I mean really,
the guy's dated Jennifer Love Hewitt, Jessica
Simpson, and Jennifer Aniston.
Merci beaucoup,

Neil Andrew Francisco

PHOTOS BYJOHN VAGHI'10/The Cowl

What up Brahz
This Christmas it would be super cool if I got:
1. A couple dozen new video games, so The Cowl doesn't have do pay for them
anymore (oh and that game LittleBigPlanet looks
sick put that at the top of the game list).
2. Some new kicks, preferably the Fresh Prince
PUMA joints.
3. Oh, and speaking or which, every season of Fresh
Prince of Bel-Air on DVD would be great. Blu-Ray
if you find it.
4. A coozy, with the wittiest comment, to get laughs
and to keep my hand warm while I drink... my
Cokes.
5. A new iPod (with my music already on it if you
can, since that is a huge pain); the rubber band just
isn't keeping mine together anymore.
6. A Carlos Tevez, Manchester United away jersey
(the white one), with long sleeves.
7. A date with Sarah Chalke... Sorry Kristen.
8. A new heater in the Aquinas third floor. We're
getting cold up there with Jake.
9. Some new hobo gloves, you know, the ones with
the flap and cut off fingers.
10. And finally, a nice girl for John Mango. Someone who will realize how great
a kid he is, and who will make him as happy as he deserves to be.

Thanks my dude,
Nahuel Fanjul

Santa Baby,
My life has been incredible this year, so I don't really need too much more.
Still, I am a demanding girl, so I'll hit you with my wish list anyway.
1. Straight As for my roommates on their exams. They don't really need your
help because they are super-geniuses, but they work hard while I try to distract
them, so if you could just make sure justice is served in the grading department,
that'd be sweet.
2. A good Tex-Mex place in Providence. I haven't given up hope.
3. The end of dry Thursdays in McPhail's. The
first one was the day after my 21st birthday. It's
just not fair.
4. Lots of scarves, gloves, and hats for next semes
ter. I want to return to the Northeast prepared.
5. Restful, peaceful trips home for everyone, but
especially all the freshmen here. I remember how
awesome it was to be home, but at the same time,
difficult to adjust after living under my own rules
for almost four months. Hopefully the good will
outweigh the bad for them.
6. I'll keep asking until it happens, buddy...snow
on Christmas Day in Austin. PLEASE.
7. A greater understanding and sense of wonder at
the true meaning of Advent and Christmas for
everyone here at PC. It's a gift in itself knowing that
someone up there loves us so much, He came down
to visit. The more people who can experience that
joy, the better.
Feliz Navidad, you big bundle of magic and cheer!

Claire
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Dear, dear Santa,

Dear Santa,

It's been a whole year since I left
ExLax brownies for you by the
Christmas tree. (I was just trying to
add a little excitement to the whole
slide-down-the-chimney-and-leavepresents routine.) And there are
some things I really, really need. The
peanut brittle's safe this year, I prom
ise.
1. How about a post-graduation trip to
the moon? Virgin Galactic is selling
spaces on its 2 1/2 hour "affordable sub
orbital space tourism" flight for only
$200,000.00! That's only $1,333.00 a
minute! I've been a really, really good
girl, Santa.
2. I need a future. You can put that in
my stocking, right?
3. A spring concert with Flight of the
Conchords. It's business time.
4. I put some mistletoe up in my apart
ment. Now could you just send some
one to stand under it? He should be
about 6'2, enjoy long walks on the
beach...you know the type.
5. Could you make it possible for me
to be a white water rafting guide for
the rest of my life?
6. Please tell me what Elton John is
singing about. Electric boobs and
mohair shoes? Hold me closer Tony
Danza? What does that mean?
7. I'm probably going to live in a box
when I graduate. But can you make it
a really cool box? With a waterslide
and a margarita machine?
8. Bonnaroo tickets!
9. Can I magically know how to ride
a horse and rope cattle? College
shmollege. I think I'd like to be a
wrangler when I grow up.
10. World peace. Geez, how many
times to I have to ask for this?

It's been quite the year since I last
wrote. We elected a new president,
my dog had puppies (aww), and
Twilight finally hit theaters (insert
screaming girls here). Through all of
these clearly life-changing events,
there have been just a few things that I
have wanted...
1. Shy Puppet. Enough said.
2. An endless supply of Slavin money.
I guess an endless supply of money in
general would suffice.
3. A GPS system for my car, before I
brave the streets of Providence next
year and end up in Canada instead of
on Thayer Street. Impossible, I know,
but it would happen to me.
4. ABC Family in our rooms. Don't
you want us to be able to watch
Gilmore Girls and That '70s Show
reruns? Not to mention the 25 Days
of Christmas movie countdown.
Come on.
5. To eventually prove my parents
wrong and find an amazing job in the
English/Psychology field, and not end
up living in a cardboard box.
6. For Holly to return on The Office.
You can't kick off the female Michael
Scott! It's just not fair.
7. My office job back for this summer.
Getting paid for going online for seven
hours a day wasn't bad at all.
8. For PC to abandon all those core
requirements. Isn't it enough for us to
go through two full years of Civ with
out having.to also take several other
classes that we don't care about?
9. For the hot chocolate machine in
Ray to be moved to my hallway.
10. In the words of Sandra Bullock in
Miss Congeniality: "World peace!"

Send my love to the Missus and all
the elves,

Santa,
1. Do you think you could bring me some of those
dangerous toys you used to bring kids in the '60s
possibly something with which I could mortally
wound myself or my friends - tike a "Little James
Bond's Utility Kit"? Ill leave the creative stuff up to
you, but try to incorporate fire, sharp metal edges
and some sort of projectile into one toy. You just can’t
get the job done with the Floam you brought me last
year; choking hazard my ass...
2. Can you bring me a carton of those safe cigarettes
Ronnie Reagan used to sell? You know, before they
got dangerous with all. those warning labels.
3. I want a new drug
One that does what it should
One that won't make me feel too bad
One that won't make me feel too good.
4. Please bring me some current music, I can't keep listening to Huey Lewis
and The News. I write for A&E for God's sake...
5. I know this one is a tall order. But I'd like a version of Love Actually that I can
watch, enjoy, and still feel like a boy afterward.

Thanks lunchbox,
C.S.

Lots of love.
Alison . .

Sarah

Dear Santa,
I want:
1. to hold your hand, it that way, you to want me, it all and I want it now.
Okay, now that I've got that out of my system...
2. I want Scrooge and company not to raise tuition this year so all of our parents don't have to go
down to Washington to beg the government for a bailout.
3. A dog named Xerxes, a puppy named Snarky, and a cat named Shlem Cat (who I would
nickname Snarky 2).
4. A car that runs on com oil and emits gas, and a car that runs on gas and emits com oil.
5. The story of my life. I would then turn it into a made-for-TV movie. Hopefully the
movie part is written in the story; otherwise the movie would be kind of boring.
6. For everyone in the world to become a meatatarian. I think ft's good to eat
meat. It reduces the risk of whatever that meat was eating you.
7. For people to stop talking the talk and then walking the walk. People who
talk the talk then walk the walk have trouble multitasking. I talk while I
walk.. .It saves time.
8. Hell in a hand basket.
9. A million dollars worth of shattered dreams and some duct tape.
10. For everyone to appreciate all their good fortunes this season and the time that
they have with friends and family. Keep the spirit of Christmas eternal, and live it
everyday.

Love,
John Vaghi (and to be in a X-Mas photo with the Galway Girls)
Listen up, Kringle, and listen good.
For the last three years I haven't been
satisfied whatsoever. I didn't get the
dynamite or the moon boots. I did get
the copy of Purple Rain—I’ll give you
that one I guess but one out of 20 is
hardly a winning record. This year you
better get busy and I mean Tim Allen
busy not Richard Attenborough busy.

10. A big metal suit with rocket boots.
9. A tattoo of Tom Skerritt (and I mean
Top Gun Tom Skerritt).
8. A Turbo Man delivered by Sinbad.
7. Gwyneth Paltrow's head in a box.
6. A copy of A Match Made in Space
written by my favorite Sci-fi novelist,
George McFly.
5. A dry martini in a deep champagne
goblet. Make it with three measures of
Gordon's, one of vodka, half a measure
of Kina Lillet. Shake it very well until
ice-cold, then add a large slice of
lemon-peel. Got it?
4. A secret word generator. Conky
would be nice but I understand if you
can't get him.
3. A new vehicle for David Duchovny.
2. A "Mirth Mobile" (i.e. a 1970 AMC
Pacer).
1. A Caterpillar propulsion system or
magnetohydrodynamic drive, if you
will.

Crush the infamous thing,
C.W.

Dear God's Gift to Madison Avenue,
I know Christmas is really about being with those you love, celebrating the
birth of our Savior, and re-gifting fruit cakes. But for the sake of tradition and
my genuine poverty—here's a list of what I want.

Dear Santatizen
1. A copy of Wikipedia Brown on audio cassette.
2. To be in Seattle's Elliot Bay Book Company five years from now and pick up
the same used copy of a Kundera novel as David Wright, haw our eyes lock
for one paralyzing moment from which springs a whirlwind love affair result
ing in a blessed marriage with five blue-eved children, an apartment on Fifth
and 69th, and lifetime box seats at Citi Field.
3. For the off-campus neighborhood to feel more like Mr. Roger's and fess like
South Central.
4. Hermione's time turner.
5. A Roomba for political unrest.
6. Climate-controlled Phillips Memorial Library.
7. An alcohol policy thafis presented more
cooperatively and less
like Lenin's war commu
nism.
8. For Summer Heights
High to be filmed at PC for
an episode where Ja’mie
takes Contemporary
Chemistry, no offense.
9. To send Gossip Girl a
rhyming text that exposes
something stupid she did
for once.
10. A sense of post-graduate direction.

God love yah,
Annmarie

For Christmas I request the following:
1. Cybil Shephards autobiography:
Cybilize Me
2. I saw this video of an orangutan
pee in its own mouth, so I want one of
those, or just an especially cheeky
monkey
3. The successful drop of my new E.P.:
Not that Blingocent
Ray to start stocking meat pies
5. The successful drop of my new
soulful perfume line: Indulgences
6. I tried feeding my fish Smartfood
so I could have a genius fish. It died.
I'd like a new fish.
7. An all-inclusive day visit to the
swanky and really cool massage par
lor Lily Spa!!!!!
8. A dinosaurus!
9. Remember that pink Power
Ranger? I always thought she was a
fox when I was a youth, but my mom
wouldn't let me watch the show
because it was too sexually-oriented.
Any chance you got her number?
10. Braces

Sincerely,
John Mango
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That's What He Said...
Business Ethics? No. A New View of the Romantic Period? You Got It:
BJ Novak and Boston Comedians Draw an Obscenely Large Crowd
by

Catherine Northington ’12
A&E Staff

With finals looming on the horizon,
the Providence College community
was in dire need of a pick-me-up in the
waning days of November to provide
a distraction from those end-of-semester doldrums.
For this reason, even ice-cold tem
peratures and a bitter wind chill didn't
stop an audience of close to two thou
sand people from welcoming celebrat
ed comedian (and native New
Englander) BJ Novak to Providence
College's Peterson Center on the
evening of Nov. 21.
Novak is most widely known for his
role as apathetic temp-turned-executive Ryan Howard on NBC's The Office.
The show, currently running in its fifth
season, presents a comical yet realistic
picture of the workplace and has
earned consistently stellar ratings
among viewers and critics alike. In
addition to appearing as a regular on
the show, Novak has written for the US
version of the program since its begin
ning in March 2005.
Preceding Novak were two talented
opening comics, each of whom scored
enormous laughs with edgy and
uproarious material. Although open
ers tend to generate impatience in a
crowd fervently anticipating the head
liner, comedians Michael Whitman
and Dan Sally dramatically height
ened the energy in the room with their
effortless comedic stylings and mirth
ful demeanors.
Comic Michael Whitman, a finalist
in the 2008 Boston Comedy Festival,
dwelled on a number of life's predica
ments, such as the difficulty of coming

up with apt lies when running into old
high school classmates ("I'm a farmer!
...do those even exist anymore?"), in
addition to ruminating over a number
of less commonplace complaints ("I
suffer from an acute back hair prob
lem").
Whitman
made a series of
jokes on the absurdi
ty of the Texas
Chainsaw
Massacre, contend
ing that "no matter
how ditzy you are,
it is impossible to
get snuck up on
with a chainsaw!"
The show contin
ued with the winner
of Dan Sally's mate
rial led to mixed
reactions in a crowd,
with his "fingers in
butt" series of jokes
leaving the majority
of us somewhere
between amusement
and
disgust.
Reflecting on visits
to the proctologist,
Sally warned us that
"you never, ever
want to see a box of extra-large rubber
gloves in that waiting room."
Dan Sally supplemented his act with
a series of hysterical one-liners inter
spersed throughout the set. In one
crowd favorite, Sally declared "I have
a bruised fruit in my apartment." He
let this build-up stew for a number of
seconds before adding grimly, "...let's
just say it fell down the stairs."
After the anticipation among audi
ence members had reached almost

painful levels, BJ Novak walked
onstage to the thunderous applause of
his eager fans. Novak garnered a wildly
enthusiastic reception peppered by cho
ruses of "fire guy!" and other references
to his much-loved role on The Office.
Novak's genial
demeanor provid
ed a pleasant con
trast to the cur
mudgeonly dispo
sition of his televi
sion counterpart,
further proof of
Novak's talent as
an actor in addition
to his prowess in
the field of improv
isational comedy.
For about an
hour Novak riffed
on a wide variety
of topics, from the
annoyances
of
modern-day tech
nology - including
his qualms with the
OnStar operator ("I
told her: 'I am
going to kill you'"),
JOHN VAGHI '10/The Cowl as
well as his
wearisome experi
ences with Google Maps.
A highlight of the show was Novak's
"Wikipedia Brown" bit, in which
Novak read to the audience from the
first chapter of his "new children's
book," Wikipedia Brown and the Case of
the Missing Bike. In this running gag,
Novak tailored the popular children's
book format to include features from
the popular web encyclopedia
Wikipedia.
Novak spent a great deal of his set

delivering a series of lame one-liners,
"testing" which jokes he should aban
don in Providence. Many of these
lame gags fell flat; however, the
resulting awkwardness made them
even funnier than some of Novak's
most clever quips.
Other bits, such as Novak's "Shy
Puppet," were simply a matter of per
sonal taste. The drawn-out buildup for
the shy puppet gag, coupled with its
somewhat anticlimactic ending, left
some audience members visibly dis
appointed.
My favorite bit of the night was
Novak's final material, in which he
riffed on the ambitions and successes
of everyone's favorite television scien
tist, Bill Nye the Science Guy: "Picture
Bill Nye in the high school guidance
counselor's office-his last name
rhymes with 'guy'! He could be the
definitive 'guy' of anything!"
The amenable Novak included a
Q&A session at the conclusion of the
night, patiently answering all sorts of
questions (even a request to do push
ups, to which he merrily complied) for
his enthusiastic fans. This segment of
the show catered mostly to fans of The
Office, who composed a great majority
of the night's audience.
Overall, Friday's show proved to be
a fantastic success. Anyone hoping for
a laugh and some relief from die atro
cious weather certainly got both from
this outstanding comedic line-up.
Whitman, Sally,and Novak scored big
laughs among the PC community,
making the show well-worth the sev
eral dollars it cost to attend.

Products of Their Environment
MTV Fan Favorites, Someday Providence, Head Live Show
with a Few Familiar Faces in '64 Hall
by

Nahuel Fanjul ’10
A&E Staff

In case you guys were out two
Saturdays ago, I don't know, maybe at
a pajama party, you might have missed
the great show put on in '64 Hall. Five
on-campus bands and one local band
played to a quarter-filled room. PC
Pep Band put on the whole event,
mostly coordinated by The Cowl's own
Ben Perry. A great mix of solo acts, alt
rock, and a little ska created a nice bit
of atmosphere for the 50-something
students who attended.
Until Someday Providence closed
off the night, all the other acts were
from PC, starting off with freshman,
Tom Van Herwarde. With a little
Dashboard sound, and some Taking
Back Sunday double vocals, his
music was a nice soft start to the
night.
Playing some originals
(which can be found on his myspace:
www.myspace.com/redumbrellanj)
and a well-struck Enrique Iglesias
cover of "Bailamos."
Next was the other solo act, Alex
Donnelly of the senior class, sporting a
very appreciated Zelda t-shirt. His
energy got the crowd even more
warmed up for the bands to come.
Sounding all too much like the White
Stripes with some Say Anything vocals
thrown in, his singing was loud and
complimentary with his rough strum
ming. You can check out his songs at
www.myspace.com/alexdonnellyandtheupstair.
Temporary Audio came on directly
after, led by Andy Shea singing and

strumming the guitar and Ben Perry
himself busting out some bass. The
band had a great live show, with a
great alt rock sound and some great
vocals. I hate to make two TBS refer
ences, but with Andy's singing and the
energetic show, there's not much else

songs. They finished of with two great
tunes after with Dustin doing a superb
job on the drums, but the singing
almost too low for anyone to hear.
Following was Llama Tsunami and
the Without Helmets, also including
Ben Perry and a couple of his friends

KELLY PHILLIPS '11

Fist Pumps for '64 Hall: With their own creations in the field of alternative rock and
coversof Jackson 5 to Steve Miller, Someday Providence got Friars on their feet.

to think about but Adam Lazzara.
Last One Out, the next band, not
actually the last one out, was led by
sophomore
heartthrob
Bennett
O'Brien with Dustin Baily on drums,
Scott Mesite on the guitar, and Jeff
Gahan doing a great job on the bass.
They started off really strong with
their first song, sounding almost like
one of The Decemberists' darker

on trumpets and various instruments.
They had a nice, happy, ska sound that
really got the crowd going. Kids start
ed to dance—yeah they were dancing
in a ska manner—and I was embar
rassed for them, but whatever floats
your boat I guess.
Finally the main event, Someday
Providence, came out. They were rated
2007's best local act, and have also

been featured on the MTV show, that I
know everyone dies for, OMG, The
Hills. Oh, and yeah, they were also on
Next, I mean, who doesn't love that
show? This very generous band has a
great Indie/alt rock/ska-ish sound with
great songs like "The Gentleman"
(probably my favorite), "Drank Too
Much," and "Be My Baby Tonight"
(which got over 24,000 hits on
myspace). They had a fun, energetic
show that all the skinny-pants, band
hoodie wearing kids of PC loved.
They played around 12 songs, includ
ing some Weezer, Steve Miller Band,
and Jackson 5 covers; so let's just say
that it was worth staying in on a
Saturday night for these guys. They
have a seven song EP out at the
moment, including songs that I believe
could make this band big sooner than
later. You can check them out in
Rhode Island again Dec. 5, and again
on Jan. 9, 17, and 23, and you have to
go check them out on their site,
www.myspace.com/somedayprovidenceband.
These bands rocked Slavin until late
night with some great sound, but not
so great lights and set (well, that's not
too important, but still could have
done better than a fake fence behind
the bands). All the student bands did
a spectacular job showing off their tal
ents, and the night could not have
ended
better
with
Someday
Providence getting everyone off their
feet and showing them why they were
chosen as last year's best local act.
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Two Sides to the Story
Beyonce's Newest Album Unleashes Her Fierce Alter Ego and the
Listening World is Betterfor It
by Annmarie

Granstrand ’09

A&E Editor
Harvey Dent had half of his face dis
figured by acid, went insane, and
became the crime boss of Gotham City.
Dr. Jekyll sipped on something strange
and got wrapped up in a whole mess
of split personality in jolly old
England. Even Mr. Krupp of Captain
Underpants fame snaps back and forth
between superhero and grouchy prin
cipal. Usually, having two personali
ties doesn't work in your favor. But
there doesn't seem to be anything
usual about Beyonce Knowles.
Her third solo album, I Am...Sasha
Fierce, has two sides—two discs actual
ly. The first disc is com
posed of tracks that
speak softly but usually
carry a big underlying
theme. The second disc
is more for toe-tapping
while you apply that
second coat of lip gloss,
talking to Samantha
Jones about corporate
mergers instead of your
ex's new younger girl
friend. Speaking on the
duality of the work, Knowles posted on
her Website: "I am in a different place
right now and I wanted people to see
the many sides of me." Conveniently,
having two different musical personali
ties means double the CDs in the case
and double the price.
When you go out to buy the deluxe
album, do a couple of things. 1. Make
sure you have enough money. Even in
Target it cost me over 20 bucks. 2.
Don't go with a guy friend because
despite your overwhelming excite
ment at the purchase, all he'll do is

comment on the pictures of Beyonce's
"impressive legs." What you need to
focus on is the Beyonce experience.
Yes, her stunning physique would
make Aphrodite want to cut carbs out
altogether, but it's the music in which
we're interested.
For those of us who consider the
shower a private recording studio, you
may want to pop in the first disc alone.
The first track, pre-released as a single,
"If I Were a Boy," begins as a whis
pered description of a hypothetical sit
uation. It then peaks with powerful
vocals, pointing at the double stan
dards of gender in society, but humbly
closes with dignity and doe eyes. If
you can keep yourself
from clenching your fist
and closing your eyes
when you hear "I Will
Always Love You" by
Whitney Houston, don't
worry. I mean, I'm sorry
you're leading a passion
less existence where you
are incapable of submit
ting your body and soul
to the omnipotence of
S0NY the feminine ballad. But
you won't have to pull your car over
when the bridge of "If I Were a Boy"
hits. Instead, if you're like me, turn the
volume up until you drown out your
own voice and sing. Sing loud and
strong with your girl, B. For that pass
ing moment, belting out the lyrics, "I
swear I'd be a better man," will do
more cathartic good and female
empowerment than any viewing of Sex
and the City the movie.
A different facet of Beyonce's calm
personality is showcased in the fifth
track. "Ave Maria" was written by the

singer and intertwines
the timeless melody with
personal
reflection.
Similar to the famous
hymn, Beyonce's version
necessitates a strong
voice throughout but
highlights the content of
the verses over dramatic
intonation. An interest
ing detail found in a few
of the album's photos is Beyonce's
holding some jewelry that resembles
rosary beads. It's a refreshing inclu
sion of personal beliefs that confident
ly walks the difficult line between
preaching values and suppressing all
private ideals.
Another track worth a listen is
"Halo." It was originally rumored to
be offered to Leona Lewis but
because she was literally too busy
getting better in time, the opportuni
ty was extended to Beyonce. It pre
scribes the Leona-like ability to go
from meek to almost operatic within
a few lines of verse.
If the first disc is for the walk home
at night from Accinno, the second disc
is more of the soundtrack to the
Meagher bathroom on a Friday night.
Aside from the eye makeup, the main
difference between Beyonce and her
stage persona, Sasha Fierce, is the
foot-stomping, shoulder-rolling confi
dence. While Beyonce is counting her
blessings and shaping her conscience,
Sasha is strapping on stilettos and
strutting with her head held high.
No track on the second disc epito
mizes Sasha Fierce better than the
other pre-released song, "Single
Ladies." Aside from inspiring a
plethora of YouTube videos, this amal-

GOOGLE IMAGES

gam of beats may seem to conjure a
flurry of dancing activity but the mes
sage is clear. If you liked it (Beyonce's
hand, Mom) then you should've put a
ring on it.
A more platonic type of love is
described in "Radio." The only time
Sasha seems to get a little too "I am
woman, hear me roar" is in "Diva."
She defines: "A diva is a female ver
sion of a hustler." It could very well
be because I don't qualify for either
roles but I'm not really interested in
the concept or the song.
Unlike most famous dual personal
ities before her, Beyonce's dichotomy
seems to work in everyone's favor.
She can sauce up a finger-snapping
track that's reminiscent of those
Cadillac commercials where Addison
of Grey's Anatomy coolly pushes her
high heel hard on the accelerator. But
for those rainy days when you want
to pull the comforter up under your
chin, Beyonce offers soothing tracks
like "Satelites." While she may wear
barely more clothing than Captain
Underpants, her face is far from an
acidic Picasso like Mr. Dent's. I
Am...Sasha Fierce is a masterpiece
twice over.

From Charlie Dick' to Warwick
Discover Local Rhode Island Holiday Activities with A&E's Claire Pevoto '10
by

Claire Pevoto ’10
A&E Staff

Get out those textbooks, number
two pencils, and giant urns of coffee,
kiddos, for 'tis the season. Finals come
but once a semester, and while they
often arrive bearing stress and brain
aneurisms, the spread-out schedule
can also afford some extra time to get
away from campus and explore our
Little Rhody (and beyond, for those
who are feeling adventuresome). So
here is a special gift from The Cowl to
you: several options for spreading hol
iday cheer around town.
If you haven't explored the
Providence performing arts scene,
now is the time. First on the list is
Trinity Repertory Theatre's rendition
of Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol.
The award-winning theatre company
is enacting the classic tale of Christmas
spirit through Dec. 31 at the
Providence Performing Arts Center.
Director Liesl Tommy has promised a

traditional approach to the story, but
with edgy emotional content, accord
ing to the Providence Journal. Reserve
a seat at www.trinityrep.com.
Another PPAC tradition, Festival
Ballet's performance of The Nutcracker,
is also worth the time and money.
Upper balcony seats are available for
cheap, and the energy of the dancers
and the story is strong enough to reach
even the nosebleeders on a college
budget in the back. The ballet makes
for a great girls' night out, so gather
your posse during the Dec. 12-14
weekend to enjoy the show. Tickets are
available at www.festivalballet.com.
Looking to celebrate the reason for
the season? La Salette Shrine in
Attleboro, MA is just a hop, skip, and a
sleigh ride away. Take a road trip with
some friends to see over 400,000 lights
set amidst nature in all its wintry
splendor during their Festival of
Lights, which runs from 5:00 pm to
9:00 pm through Jan. 4. The shrine also
boasts of a Christmas
Trolley, an outdoor manger,
a carousel, and an interna
tional nativity collection.
Carouse through the lights
with the crowds, or find a
personal place to pray; either
way, this venture is definite
ly worth the gas.
If a holiday road trip a la
Griswold suits your fancy,
Rhode Island towns are
brimming with that quaint
cuteness that melts the heart
of even the crustiest Scrooge.
Many small towns host
annual holiday shopping
RIROADS.COM strolls to gather their com-

munities and encourage local busi House on Friday, Dec. 5, at 5 pm. Nosh
ness. Finish off (or start up, for some of on holiday snacks, enjoy the angelic
us slackers) your gift-getting at the voices of the Rhode Island Children's
Chepachet Candlelight Shopping Chorus, and tell your elected officials
Night on Dec. 4 and 11 from 6:00 pm to what's on your wish-list this year.
9:00 pm, North Scituate Candlelight
Finally, don't forget to do some
Stroll on Dec. 5 from 3:00 pm to 9:00 good this holiday season. Plenty of
pm, and the Broad
places around the city need
Street
Winter
help spreading holiday
Festival in Central
cheer this season. Mary
Falls on Dec. 6 from
House, a food pantry and
1:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
meal site just down the road
Newport, another
on Smith Street, can use vol
unteers in its food pantry
holiday destination,
and meal kitchen. Call them
boasts of many fes
at 274-6286 for information
tive fetes, including
on how you can help.
Holiday Evenings at
St. Raymond's Church on
the Breakers, spon
North Main Street also needs
sored
by
the
help in their food pantry. If
Newport
you can help on Thursday,
Preservation Society.
Dec. 11 to receive and sort
On Dec. 6 and 13,
the food delivery, or on either
from 6 to 8 pm,
enjoy live musical
of the next two Saturdays,
performances while
Dec. 6 and 13, to distribute
touring one of the
contact AnnGOOGLE IMAGES food bags,
famous
Newport
Marie Bandieri at 462-3925, or
Mansions, complete with decked Diana Cookson at 726-1247.
halls. Admission is $25 per person, so
Children's Friend and Service, a
save this for a special date. Purchase non-profit dedicated to child and fam
tickets ahead of time online at ily welfare, needs volunteers to help
www.newportmansions.org.
organize and deliver gifts to hundreds
For a closer celebration, Providence's of Rhode Island families. Volunteers
most beloved hill, (the Federal one) also are particularly needed on Friday, Dec.
holds promise for merriment. On 12, from 11 am to 2 pm. Contact
Sunday, Dec. 7, take the Federal Hill Amanda Ball at 276-4344 if interested.
Christmas Stroll to enjoy free food, store
Study hard during this semester's
discounts, horse-and-buggy-rides, car home stretch, but don't miss out on
olers, and more. Festivities start at 2 pm, the giving, receiving, and general
with a tree-lighting at 5 pm.
merrymaking that our jolly little state
If tree-lightings are your thing, has in store. Good grades and glad
check out another one while getting tidings to all!
cozy with political bigwigs at the State
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A Ginger Compatriot
by

Conor Leary '11

Portfolio Staff

"Christmas is all about making sac
rifices to one man's obesity in
exchange for their good cheer and
their gifts! Well, what about us?"
There was an extreme
FICTION disagreement that traveled
through the dark and
cramped place in a thou
sand murmured voices, too small for
anyone beyond the shadows to hear.
The speaker was literally climbing
over anyone lying in his path to reach
a high point to broadcast his radical
idea to all who would hear and to all
who would try to ignore him. His
bronze and bald head reached the
highest point and a light from above
glistened against his smooth scalp. It
was a warm light that illuminated
every sweet inch of the man, from his
chocolate chip eyes, down his red
sweater of frosting threads, to his
fudge shoes.
"Why is it that we are given the
warmest vacation before taking the
final plunge into that odious man's
stomach? I'll tell you why it jiggles
when he laughs. That cruel bastard is
mocking our brothers and sisters as
they holler for freedom!"
Gasps and enunciations of shock
echoed through the dark space as the
man's frosted white lips smeared with
intensity. His speech had captured
every cookie's attention within the
cookie jar that night, each ginger
brown body stacked in a pile, like
offerings. The stage where the orator
made his presence known became
unsteady as the other gingerbread folk
realized how close to imprisonment
they were, how many days were left
before they were separated, how near
Christmas Eve really was.
"Peace, my brothers and sisters,
peace! No longer will we simply lie

here inanimate and allow his fat fin
gers to snatch us up and gobble us
down. He has had enough offerings."
The speaker shouted like a war gen
eral and the cookie people responded
like his noble army:
"You're right Regnig! It's been cen
turies of his cruelty!"
"St. Nick needs a nutrition lesson!"
"It's time for the fat guy to go on a
cookie-free diet!"
"Wait!" The voice was nothing but a
tiny peep amongst the hollering tones,
immature even and squeaky. But it had
managed to direct all attention to a cer
tain comer of the cookie jar, where
one sweet gingerbread woman
spread her immobile arms to hide
the voice. The dissenter appeared
from behind his mother's pro
tection, the two cookies that
shared yellow frosting locks
wound into curls. He was far
shorter and slipped beneath
his mother's firm arm before
she could even attempt at
guiding her body to barricade
him again. He was only a child,
his eyes glowing in two different
colors, one green and one blue mini
M&M. The candy shells shimmered as
he climbed over his relatives and
friends to reach the speaker.
"Snap Gingerbreadan! You have
interrupted a very mature conversa
tion. You should be in bed."
Little Snap gulped for all to hear
and nearly stumbled as his staircase
of cookies shifted away. They were
abandoning any other platform
other than Regnig's and would cer
tainly not be a platform for him to
stand on.
He scurried up to the top before
the cookies could crumble com
pletely beneath him.
"Yes. .
He breathed in a stutter,
looking up and through the open lid of
the jar. He couldn't look anywhere else

Dinner
by Nicole Amaral 'io
Asst. Portfolio Editor

Set beside the pieces
of my singular, stubborn I ife,
I am told the eighth edition
of the American Dream by
those who said they knew better.

The words I spoke were
laced with bits of phony I ife
because I ies to them taste
even sweeter than I ies to myself.
I'm addicted to the naked exposure
that dares itself to be true.
I wanted that cork-stopper kind
of moment, the kind that will
preserve wine for a hundred years.
Peace of mind means
a piece of their mind.
Maybe I bel ieve it, but
make me feel it, too.

without seeing the belligerent eyes of
his neighbors, the friends and family
he'd been baked into life with. They
were once a close-knit batch before the
loudmouth cookie elder gathered
some ideas in the cotton candy brain
peeking out from the back of his head.
"Might I ask what a child has to say
about being eaten by that monster?
You must remember, Snap, that you
are not a human child. He likes them."
A muffled screech echoed from the
depths below. Snap turned his stiff

Snap lay on the altar, a circular plate
with Christmas symbols sparkling in
the paint, as still as possible. He was
smiling and his blue eye rolled over to
see his mother and father beside him,
along with a grumbling Regnig. It was
late and Snap listened with raisin ears
for the tiniest touch of reindeer hooves
or jolly laughter. A little girl had kissed
him, covered his entire face with her
lips before placing him on the plate.
He took it as a "thank you". Snap was
stunned near midnight by the figure of

Gingerbreadmen from dsaint.blogspot.come

form, his arms immobile from birth,
and found his mother in the shadows,
his father's hand smearing her pink
lips onto his edge of his hand. They
looked at him with chocolate eyes; his
mother's dazzling with white beads of
Snow Caps. It looked like she was cry
ing and he feared she would wash her
self away like milk could do so easily.
She had been the first one to tell him
first about Santa Claus, about the man
who spent one night a year bringing
good cheer and happiness to all the lit
tle children around the world. She had
also said he and the rest of the colony
were baked for a purpose. Santa need
ed cookies like Snap and Regnig to
make it through the night. She said
they would be separated but for a
greater purpose. He, one tiny cookie,
would help Santa give happiness to
the children of the whole world.
"We haven't all day, treat! Christmas
Eve is getting closer and we must
mobilize!" The cheer from the crowd
nearly unsettled his balance. Snap
gathered a sweet breath and turned
away from the open lid.
"It is and soon it will be Christmas
day! Children will wake up and find
presents from Santa Claus, the things
they wanted and did a year of nice
things for. My mommy says cookies
help Santa spread joy around the
world. If we refuse to help him, some
children will be left with no presents.
We would live but we'd only grow
stale as the season disappeared. Soon
we'd just break into pieces. I choose to
help Santa in any way that I can."
It was a beautiful speech but just as
he finished it, an eclipse came over the
colony and stole the cookie away.

Santa Claus's face, its cherry nose so
red, it seemed to be glowing. His beard
was furry and whiter than the frosting
quivering beneath Regnig's chin. He
inspected each cookie before selecting
Snap's tiny body.
"Merry Christmas, Santa," Snap
spoke freely, over the groans and
warnings of his parents. Santa Claus
was undisturbed although Snap felt
the jiggling of the man's stomach in the
palm he laid on.
"Well Merry Christmas to you
Snap." Snap could have swallowed his
tongue, if he had one.
"You know me?" Santa gave a kind
nod, his eyes bluer than Snap's blue
M&M eye.
"I know how you stood up for me.
Little cookies like you help spread joy
around the world. Do you know I keep
the best ones as little reminders that I
have help?" Snap did not know that.
His small eyes widened and the frost
ing of his mouth rounded into a per
fect circle at the fact.
"Yes, I've been collecting little gin
gerbread people who care more for the
joy of the world than their tiny lives.
Mrs. Claus keeps a rather large colony
in her cookie jar. I would like you,
Snap, to live there with your parents."
Snap could not believe it as Santa
gathered his mother and father into his
warm hands as well. His mother laid
on him, embracing him as his father
trotted to the edge of the chubby hand.
"Santa, what will happen to
Regnig?" his father asked.
Snap looked up at Santa expectantly.
When he finished chewing he smiled
and then simply
shrugged and
winked his jolly eye.
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We All Want to
Change the World
Kaly Thayer TO
Portfolio Staff

by

It was an open rebellion.
The class gazed back at the teacher
with hate-twisted faces and obstinate
ignorance. Books lay stubbornly
closed on desks, pens
FICTION remained tucked in pockets
or spiral-bound notebook
bindings. No notes would
be taken, no responses offered.
The leader of this rebel alliance,
which bound together the blond
white-bread cheerleaders and the
urban-warrior gangsters, the pale
skinned, computer-bright nerds and
the thick-headed and wide shouldered
jocks, lifted his head and nodded.
"There's no way you're getting us to
read this. No freakin' way." His fellow
soldiers nodded.
"It's crap," someone else said.
"There's no point!" a shout reported.
"And you can't expect us to write on
something so dumb," a dark haired
girl put in. She stood up and walked
up to the desk at the front, where the
teacher's authority rested, tenuous
now as it had ever been on its fragile
pillar of age and wisdom, now so dis
respected. She dropped a sheaf of
paper down on that very desk, stapled
together neatly and dog-eared from
passing through many hands and
many backpacks. It seemed to be about
20 pages long, and titled "Why we
won't do this," underlined, embold
ened, and italicized. There was a
byline underneath it, with the last
names of every single student in the
class. She turned on her heel and went
back to her seat, the plastic chair mild
ly protesting as she planted herself
firmly on it.
She and the entire class stared back
at the authority figure they were fight
ing with, their silence as hard as they
could. They watched as their papers
were picked up and deliberately
flipped through. They watched, wait
ing in irony and hope, to see if the fig
urehead they were attempting to tear
down would acknowledge their
attempt and bow itself down for exe
cution, or if it would simply laugh at
their struggles and force them to put
their own heads down and write.
Clearly they thought the latter was
worse. Even so, none of them dared to

break the strength of their silence for
the fear that any word they gave in
their own support would only be
turned around and used to tear them
all down.
If the teacher made them write poet
ry, some of them might write about
how the winter chill disappeared in
the room while the air shimmered
with tension and an over-worked radi
ator that should have been retired
more than a decade ago. There was a
forecast for snow they could see in
their teacher's eyes, hear in the tap of
her fingers on the desk as she read
through the papers they'd flung at her
as courageously as they could. (They'd
been flung in the students' minds,
though if forced to comment every
soul in that room would agree that the
dark-haired girl had in fact placed
them rather nicely.)
One boy's hands fidgeted, palms
rubbing together. Several students
bounced their knees under their desks.
One girl couldn't stop fiddling with
the bracelet she wore. Still no one
made any sound.
Finally, the students seemed to col
lectively hedge their bets. It started
with one boy sitting in the back, his
hair done up in corn rows. He grabbed
his book, slapped it back into his bag
and stood up. Backpack over one
shoulder, a slouch in hrs walk with his
jeans around his knees, he shook his
head and said "And if you ain't gonna
make us read it, no point in stickin'
around." Without looking back (and
this cost him dearly in terms of
nerves), he left.
The dark haired girl followed, res
olutely throwing her book into her
shoulder bag and leaving. The rest of
the students followed in twos and
threes, until none remained.
I put the papers they'd written down
on the desk, and looked at one lone
book left on a desk in the back of the
classroom. I walked over and picked it
up, thumbing the pages affectionately.
I smiled.
Outside, it had just started to snow. I
put this lost copy of The Federalist
Papers on the 'Lost and Found' shelf
and packed up the rest of my things.
On this final day of the term before
a bit of winter freedom, I couldn't help
but think that it was a fantastic day for
a revolution.

Panoptic Cell
by Tom Nailor '12
Portfolio Staff

Trapped in a Panoptic Cell of CVS Extra Care Cards
and one-nightstands, humanity exists.
Trapped in a Panoptic Cell of iPod headphones
and swiping into Civ class, humanity exists.
See the glass menagerie of our society
wherein we become the very Beasts we fear
Lions, and Tigers, and Bears, Oh My!
Wherein we are observed without observing.
Wherein we are both soldier and prisoner
forever entwined, yet less Greek than we believe.
For neither in the Amphitheater, nor on stage,
but in the Panoptic Machine, cogs in the mechanism
fail ing to observe, fail ing to be observed.
Yet still more surprised and anxiously aware
the more numerous those anonymous and temporary observers.

Trapped in a Panoptic Cell of CVS Extra Care Cards
and one-night stands, humanity exists.
Trapped in a Panoptic Cell of iPod headphones
and swiping into Civ class, humanity exists.

The Cause of All
Katie Caliva '10
Portfolio Editor

a true answer. Nothing was wrong
because that which was plaguing her
did not matter and thus did not exist in
any real sense. She believed it too. It
"Nothing."
The single word, darting out unin was the conclusion reached at the end
vited into the common room of the of her mediation, the answer to the
apartment, did not convince her room bazillion riddles of her day. Everything
mate that a negative answer that was bothering her so damn much
FICTION to an unasked question was didn't even matter.
Nothing could have possibly been
true. There was, however,
no opportunity to investi more comforting. Not a 4.0, him call
gate as she hurried out of the living ing to say that his smile was genuine,
room. Shutting the door to her bed smooth housing selection, unconven
room—clearly delineating the shared tional aging, nor an artist and a
and the private—she flung her bag in philosopher finally settling out their
the comer and her
claims to her heart.
She fell backwards,
self on to the bed.
gently landing on her
She lay there,
Smooth patterns of inhala pillows. Right then,
eyes closed, trying
even a first class relic
desperately to reg tion inspired straight paths
ulate her breath
would not have been
and collect her of thought, straight paths of more precious to her
thoughts. Like a thought led to clear and dis than that scrap of
lama seeking after
paper
that
she
tinct knowledge, and this
the Cause of All,
clutched to her heart.
she forced her clarity and distinction made
Slowly, impercepti
body to conform to the fight-or-flight instinct of bly even, unease
the
spirit,
and
crept into her. It was
20 minutes before seem
not potent enough to
cajoled the restless
undo the work of joy
mind into medita
uncommonly silly.
ful meditation, but so
tion. Smooth pat
virulent that it made
terns of inhalation
her wonder about the
inspired straight
paths of thought, straight paths of opposite of her list. If those things did
thought led to clear and distinct not matter, there had to exist things
knowledge, and this clarity and dis that did.
tinction made the fight-or-flight
Once again she ohm-ed her way to
instinct of 20 minutes before seem insight, sat up and wrote out a second
uncommonly silly. She lay there, eyes list on the same page.
closed, enjoying the regular breaths
Things That Do Matter:
and collected thoughts that surged
God
through her.
Love
Slowly, serenely, she sat up, reached
Truth
for a notebook and pen and put into
The second list was- shorter yet
ink what was floating freely through seemed somehow repetitive. She knew
her consciousness.
that she could probably reduce it from
Things That Don't Matter:
three to one item, but she chose not to.
Grades
She was content with her redundancy,
His beautiful (false?) smile
content with her understanding, con
Housing drama
tent with her world.
Age differences
Her roommate opened the door and
Van Gogh vs. Boethius
looked in.
The point of this list was to prove
Is everything okay?"
that the negative answer she tossed
She looked up and smiled affirma
out to an unasked question was in fact tively. "Everything."
by

"-----------------

Tommy Boy
Bobby Bretz '12
Portfolio Staff

by

Tommy Boy an' I are new
He's really
Really
Really
Coo'
An' his stories too
Ol'Tommy roll up
The other day
On his scooter an' he say
Hey
I's in a play
Got me a A
Wrote prose today
I say
No way
He say yes way
An' then he scoot away

-----------------"
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I'll Never Complain About RIPTA Again
Florence, Italy
by Talia Pinzarri '10
Contributing Writer

I've learned many things while
being abroad in Italy. I've learned
more about myself—my personal
weaknesses and strengths, how I relate
to people, and how I cope in difficult
situations—in this span of four months
than I have in the two decades of my
life. Being away from the people who
love you for your strengths and accept
you for your weaknesses allows you to
observe both in a much brighter light.
It's as if you're seeing yourself for the
first time. When you've placed your
self in a setting where no one knows
anything about you, it's much easier to
see the kind of person you are, to feel
proud about the things you do right,
and have the opportunity to improve
on the things you do wrong.
While being abroad I've learned
how much I truly appreciate the things
back home that were so easy to take for
granted because they were the norm.

Removing myself from all familiarity
truly allowed me to recognize what I
value most in my life and, by default,
the principles and ideals on which I
base my personal identity. It's amazing
how a little distance allows so many
things to suddenly come into focus.
I look forward to this Christmas
being my very best yet. Why? Because
I will be surrounded by the people that
I love the most, and this year, even the
little things that previously went
unnoticed will suddenly seem all the
more special.
But allow me to keep things in a PC
perspective. Though it will be sad to
leave the novelty and excitement of the
European lifestyle behind, I feel
incredibly lucky to attend a college
that I am so thrilled to come home to. I
have met countless people here who
dread returning to the States because
they hate their college experience so
much. I guess I'm a bit spoiled to have
enjoyed my time here while also hav
ing the privilege of returning to

Providence and the people that have
made it the time of my life.
Though they will not be under my
tree on Christmas Day, here is a list of
things that will truly be gifts to return
to (as mundane as they may seem to
you!) If you've been at PC this past
semester, count yourself lucky for hav
ing these things as a part of your
everyday routine. If you've been
abroad like me, PC here we come!
• Constant internet access (and hav
ing been able to access Cyberfriar for
registration)
• A GREEN campus (or at least a
campus at all!)
• Peanut Butter (Nutella is wonder
ful, but I've had enough to feed a small
third world country. . .really.)
• A beautifully equipped gym (to
work off that Nutella.. .)
• Hot water to shower in!
• Dryers for your clothes
• Decent lighting
• Ray (I said it! Don't take prepared
meals for granted!)
• Slavin buffalo chicken wraps

• Professors who speak English (It's
hard to do well when they speak
German. . .even though we're in Italy)
• Index cards!
• BOP to plan student activities (In a
valiant effort to spice up your time
between doing schoolwork)
•The RIPTA (No mode of trans
portation can be less punctual than
Italian transportation)
• The walk to Harkins (piece of cake
compared to a walk across an entire
city to get to class)
• Cell phones without green screens
(Remember the ones we had back in
junior high?)
• Never having to hear "Ciao Bella"
again (Don't any of you start when I
get back!)
• $3 pitchers (Gives new meaning to
the word economical)
• I could go on and on, but I don't
think my hypothetical stocking could
fit much more.
Wishing you a wonderful Christmas
with your families and I look forward
to seeing you around campus in 2009!

Halfway Here But Missing Things There
Oxford, England
by Stef Wragg '10
Contributing Writer

Dear PC,

As the holiday season approaches,
this expatriate in a land from which
the very founders of our grand
American tradition (namely, turkey
cooking,) shook the dust from their
Puritanical feet, realizes that we at PC
have much to be thankful for. I
thought I might share a few of the glo
rious aspects of PC life for which I now
find myself extremely thankful.
1. Z's. No, not sleep. Realizing is
much better than realising. Add to this
'whilst' (the nuances of usage of which
I am still navigating).
2. Letter grades A-C: Getting a 70 is
nowhere close to getting a 90. This is
why we have three letter grades in the
States between them. Where I am now,
receiving a 70 gets you the same mark
as receiving a perfect score—not that
that would ever happen.
3. CIV: I am sorry to read in the
Cowl that "It's raining, it's pouring,
and Civ is really boring." Civ is the
greatest context course you will ever
be forced to take. Take it with pleasure.
You know what mysticism is, you
know what gnosticism is. You know
Boethius
wrote
Consolation
of
Philosophy, as well as how the cogito
ergo sum works. This course should
give you the context and the confi
dence to walk into almost any class
room, lecture hall, or seminar in the
world, and be able to say something
intelligent about the topic of discus

sion, whether it's environmentalism,
or one of the Treaties of Versailles.
4. Philosophy: yes, you get philoso
phy in Civ. Yes, we have another core
requirement in addition to this. But as
much as you hate this core, thank God
that we have a philosophy depart
ment! It's more than just important
background information; philosophy
imbues all other subjects with theories,
inspiration, and frameworks. Where
would poetry be without Plato's alle
gory of the cave? The world may not
ever know.
5. Theology: theology comes in
handy when dealing with really old
topics. Trying to explain the theologi
cal implications of the crucifixion in a
passing comment in a lecture doesn't
really provide the context one needs
for a lot of early Christian writings.
6. Small class sizes: You may really
like the anonymity of the Moore lec
ture halls. But it's nice to know that at
least once a week, you're going to have
a professor who can match your name
to your face, and who, if you raise your
hand in a lecture, will stop to answer
your question.
7. The Professors:
It's difficult to gauge how good a
professor is without comparing them
to another one teaching the exact same
course. Hopefully you don't need to do
that. However, I hope you'll take my
opinion with a grain of salt. The PC
website is dedicated to making our
college sound the best it can. In this
way, we have an award-winning
library, and many other things to boast

about. One thing they're not boasting
about is our professors. They have
given us all extremely relevant, impor
tant, and insightful knowledge into
their subject areas. They have pre
pared us well for any academic chal
lenge we might face.
For example, to the professor who
insisted that we stumble through
Chaucer out loud in class—it has made
all of us more confident and familiar
with Middle English.
To the professor who lectured on the
dark side of the Enlightenment: sugar
and slavery—it's provided excellent
context for numerous subjects.
To the professor who ran seminar
just like seminars—err, tutorials—are
here, and explicitly recommended the
course to me. Walking into my first
tutorial was just like walking in to
seminar back at PC; I was excellently
prepared for it.
To the professor who insisted on Big
Mac: I have found it much better writ
ten upon second glance, and it has
been a friend in a time of need.
To the professor who insisted we
read all poetry aloud: You can't cap
ture the feel of Tennyson by silently
reading any section of "In Memoriam,
A.H.H.," and discussing it in pairs.
To the professor whose required
reading included an in-depth discus
sion of the potato: Random Brits have
found me discussing the genetic
manipulation of potatoes in their
kitchens on rain-soaked mornings.
Thank you.
To the professor who connected St.
Francis to the courtly love tradition: I
can now say to the silly lecturers here

that yes, fins' amour does have a reli
gious aspect to it.
To two hour seminars: You cannot
discuss Beowulf in a half an hour. To
try is ludicrous. All of you who
bemoan the two hour seminar of
Honors Civ—say thank you. You're
spending almost enough time on these
landmarks of civilization.
To the professors who teach the Old
Testament: Yes, I do know what a
Chaldean is. Yes, I know what Genesis
is. And the history of the Israel and
Judah. And yes, you will find it rele
vant someday.
To the professor who introduced us
to modern art: I now understand the
Calvin and Hobbes "Look, Nude
Descending a Staircase!" strips.
To the professor who noticed that
quintessential English professors all
wear scarves—I have a reason! It's usu
ally quite cold here, and the scarf is a
basic, common accessory that keeps
one's neck warm.
To the professors who noted my
strangely expressive facial expressions
over lunch one day: I think you will
happy to know that they continue to
serve me well. Instead of raising my
hand, I now raise an eyebrow.
I have many more things to be
thankful for. Here's to ResLife, to liv
ing within walking distance of classes,
to ice hockey, to the music department,
to reliable internet access, and the
availability of cereal at all meals.
So please, go back home over break
and enjoy an extra sample of stuffing
for me!
In thanks,
Stef
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores — Standings — Statistics — Schedules -- Standouts

Standouts

David McCarthy

Katy Beach

Men's Cross Country
Sophomore—Waterford, Ireland

Women's Hockey
Senior— Cleveland, Ohio

McCarthy took 17th place overall at the
NCAA Championships on Monday, Nov. 24,
and earned all-America honors.

Beach scored the lone goal for the Friars on
Saturday, Nov. 29, which proved to be the
game-winner.

Scores

Schedules

Thursday, 11/27

Friday, 12/5

Men’s Basketball vs. Baylor

L, 72-56

Women’s Hockey at Maine
Men’s Hockey at Quinnipiac

W, 67-62
L, 4-2

Saturday, 12/6

7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Friday, 11/28

Men’s Basketball vs. Charlotte
Men’s Hockey vs. Dartmouth

Men’s Basketball vs. Rhode Island
Women’s Basketball vs. Harvard
Men’s Swim & Dive at Harold Anderson Invitational
Women’s Swim & Dive at Harold Anderson Invitational
Women’s Hockey at Maine

Saturday, 11/29

Men’s Hockey at Union
Women’s Hockey at Brown

L, 4-2
W, 1-0

Sunday, 11/30

2:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.

Tuesday, 12/9

Men’s Basketball vs. St. Mary’s
Women’s Basketball at Quinnipiac

Men’s Hockey at Brown

L, 81-75
L, 78-69

7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 12/3

Men’s Basketball vs. Brown
Women’s Basketball at Massachusetts

W, 86-62
W, 75-63

Standings
Women's Hockey East (12/3)

Men's Hockey East (12/3)

Hockey East
Team
W
T
L
1
2
Northeastern
7
Vermont
3
1
6
1
3
Boston College
5
0
3
5
UMass-Lowell
1
3
4
Maine
1
4
4
Massachusetts
0
4
Boston University 4
4
2
New Hampshire 3
2
2
6
Merrimack
1
8
0
Providence

Overall
W
L
3
10
3
9
4
9
5
8
4
7
6
6
4
9
5
6
7
4
11
2

T
2
2
1
0
1
1
0
3
3
1

Team
Boston College
Boston University
New Hampshire
Providence
Northeastern
Connecticut
Maine
Vermont

Hockey
W
6(0)
5(2)
4(1)
3(0)
3(0)
3(1)
1(0)
1(1)

East
L
2
0
1
2
4
4
5
4

Overall
W
L
9
3
3
8
4
8
7
6
6
5
6
9
3
11
11
3

I
3
3
3
2
2
2
1
1
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HOCKEY: Friars Eke out
Win in Final Period

Here's to Your Health:
Crushing the Cravings
by

continued from back page
shots in one period (she had dealt with
25 out of Mercyhurst in the second
period of a 3-0 loss the preceding
weekend). Brown, bolstered by five PC
penalties, concocted 14 power play
stabs and a grand total of 21 in the
opening frame.
But Lacasse merely upped her char
acteristic composure to muzzle the
rabid Bears and enhance her save per
centage to a radiant .950, second in
Hockey East behind Northeastern's
Florence Schelling.
"She's played terrific for us and that
covers a lot of weaknesses," said
Deraney. "But when I watched the
game video, we played a lot better
than I thought we played. Our penalty
kill was outstanding. They got a cou
ple of clear-cut opportunities where
Genevieve had to come up big for us.
But outside of those two opportunities,
I thought we played well."
Stock, however, was on an equal par,
swallowing a dozen bids in each of the
first two periods to salvage the 0-0
draw at intermission.
"She's a good goalie and she also

The Cowl 27

catches with her right hand (which
few goalies do)," said forward Laura
Veharanta, PC's busiest puckslinger
with eight shots on the night. "So it
was hard to get used to shooting at the
other side."
For a time, it was insurmountable.
That is, until the wee minutes of the
closing frame, when PC dusted up its
own power play flurry—charging up
five shots while Jaclyn Small did time
for tripping —and culminated the
cyclone with Beach's clincher.
Yet another suspenseful stage act
worthy of consideration for the Smith
Center instead of the ice house. By
Deraney's standards, wins are wins.
"The things you learn from play
ing tight games are invaluable," he
said. "The fact that you can get com
fortable playing in such small mar
gin games like that pays dividends
down the road.
"You win championships with
defense, and the fact that we're getting
comfortable with that shows the men
tal toughness that you need to go into
the playoffs," he said.

Casey Reutemann '09
Sports Staff

It's the moment you've been waiting
for all week: you're up early, reveling
in the last-day-of-class excitement. You
pick up The Cowl and allot yourself fif
teen minutes of freedom from finals
frenzy to sit down, skim the paper, and
sip your coff—STOP!
Okay, so maybe it doesn't warrant
such a panic stricken response, but
let's face it—the amount of caffeine
many college students will consume
to carry them through the imminent
"Finals Week" is mind-boggling.
Perhaps even more staggering is the
widespread notion held by caffeineguzzlers that this substance is liquid
magic; a necessary component of
focusing on, finishing, and freeing
oneself of academic challenges.
While it is undeniable that caffeine,
in its various forms, does provide a jolt
of energy, it should not be substituted
as fuel for the body. We are people, not
cars. The only sustenance that will
keep the body running efficiently is
the powerhouse combo of a healthy
diet and moderate exercise on a regu
lar basis. Your body has no way of dis
tinguishing between "Finals Frenzy,"
"Spring Break Bonanza," or "Home for
the Holidays Happiness," so you
shouldn't feed it differently as the sea
sons—or stress levels—change.
Many of you reading this are think
ing, "It's only a week. If I get through
it, I can recover at home for a month."
Nice try, but not necessarily. Caffeine
is addictive. The more consistently
you consume it, the more regularly
your body craves it. In fact, go over
board during these last few weeks
and you may just find yourself reach
ing for a few extra cups of coffee on
Christmas morning, and the next and
the next.
As bad as an overall increase in caf
feine consumption towards the end of
the semester may be, even worse is
when that increase is the result of
efforts to stay up inordinately late
studying. It may seem logical at the
time, but students who do this put
themselves at risk for an ill-timed caf-

feine crash. As glorious as you may
feel at 4:00 a.m. chugging a Rockstar
and re-reading your bio/civ/astronomy/etc. notes for the fourth time, odds
are you won't be feeling so enthusias
tic during your big exam at 11:00 am.
Interrupting your sleep patterns and
consuming unfamiliar amounts of caf
feine makes for a dangerous burn-out.
Why not follow the universal parental
advice: get a good night's sleep before
the big day? Your head really will be
clearer in the morning.
On the topic of Rockstar, energy
drinks are improperly prized in the
world of caffeine-craving-college stu
dents. Energy drinks are arguably the
most dangerous form of caffeine, yet
among the most popular. The caffeine
in these drinks is highly concentrated
and the packaging proves a serious
downfall; the most commonly sold can
size holds 3 servings (240 mg of caf
feine)! A student is much less likely to
buy three separate cups of coffee (110
mg of caffeine) in one study session
than they are to purchase and consume
one 24-oz can of Rockstar. The conven
ience and temptation are overwhelm
ingly hazardous.
Depending on an individual's sensi
tivity to caffeine, a concentrated
amount such as this can cause a count
er-productive response. The heart pal
pitations, anxiety, and labored breath
ing associated with this level of caf
feine consumption can be a detrimen
tal distraction from studying. It is not
worth it.
So, as long as you are sitting, relax
ing and slowly sipping that ONE,
SINGULAR, FIRST and LAST OF
THE DAY cup of coffee, please pro
ceed. I apologize for the interruption
of your regularly scheduled Cowl
perusal. For those of you who are
already jittery from your coffee-sodaRockstar synergy, heed my warning.
You've got approximately seven days
left of the semester; make them count,
but don't sacrifice your sleep, sanity
or self in the name of caffeineinduced "success."

RENT THE BEST HOUSE OFF CAMPUS!

Available 6/1/09
Large brick Colonial with full kitchen, high
speed internet in every bedroom, off street
parking, fireplace, washer-dryer, alarm
system

Located at 309 Huxley Ave.
Contact M. Perry at mper7124@cox.net or
334-4045
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Freshman Veharanta Making Great Impact for Friars
by

Alexis Smith '12
Sports Staff

A precocious 18-year old freshman
from La Verne, Calif., Friars forward
Laura Veharanta was named Hockey
East Rookie of the Week on Monday,
Nov. 19, after scoring
FEATURE her second game-win
ning goal of the season,
on Saturday, Nov. 8,
against Robert Morris University.
This is Veharanta's first year playing
as a forward for the Providence
College Women's Hockey Team.
Veharanta has two game-winning
goals among her ten goals overall,
with a total of 14 points, seven power
play goals and 59 shots on goal, the
highest of the team. She has scored in
all but six games and earned points in
all but three.
Veharanta scored two goals against
Maine on Sunday, Oct. 26, and notched
another two against Robert Morris on
Tuesday, Nov. 11. Veharanta has
played in all 14 games including an
exhibition game on Sunday, Sept. 28,
against the Brampton Junior Thunder
in which she scored in the third period
with 4:28 left on the clock.
Veharanta has been playing hockey
since she was five. Her dad, Simo
Veharanta, is from Finland is and a
huge hockey fan.
"He grew up with hockey and want
ed me to get interested in it too, so he
would always take me to hockey
games," said Veharanta.
Because there wasn't an abundance
of women's hockey or (hockey in gen
eral) in southern California, Veharanta

off to a good start. However, high cal
iber hockey is nothing new to the
freshman forward.
Veharanta was lucky growing up
with a Finnish father. She has met
many players on the Anaheim Ducks
team because her father is friends
with Anaheim Ducks right winger
Teemu Selanne, also known as the
"Finnish Flash."
Some interesting facts: Veharanta's
favorite movie is the Disney channel
original Brink and her favorite color is
purple. Her favorite professional hockey
player is Selanne and her favorite profes
sional team is the Anaheim Ducks.

LIVE BETTER in
Apartments from
WWW.PROVIDENCEPLACES.COM:
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Freshman Laura Veharanta is the Friars' leading scorer with io goals in 15 games
this season. Veharanta has been playing hockey since she was 13 years old.

started out in roller hockey. She started
playing competitive ice hockey when
she was 13. Due to a lack of women's
hockey teams, she played regularly
against men's teams.
"They thought it was a waste of
their time because in their league it
wouldn't count when they'd play us
and win, but it would count as a loss,"
said Veharanta.
Obviously playing against the
boys has paid off because Veharanta
has had unprecedented offensive

success on the ice in her rookie sea
son with the Friars.
Veharanta says it is a lot easier to
balance her schoolwork with her time
on the ice because the team practices
on campus, while before, there was an
hour drive to her club team. Veharanta
has had the added challenge this sea
son of balancing a major in biology
with playing hockey, but she has
shown herself to be up to the task.
With a long term goal of playing for
Finland in the Olympics, Veharanta is

Many 3-12 bed recently
renovated apartments and full
houses available.
Houses on Oakland, Pembroke,
Eaton, Pinehurst, and Tyndall.
Most have new Bathrooms, new
Kitchens, shiny Hardwood floors,
Parking and Laundry.
Many also have phone, cable,
and high speed internet
connections in every room.
Check out pictures on our web
site or call
401-952-0966 for more details.
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Providence Bounces Back in Win over Massachusetts
by

Alexis Smith '12
Sports Staff

After weathering three consecutive
losses, the Providence College Women's
Basketball Team responded in a big
way on Wednesday, Nov. 3. PC defeat
ed UMass with a score of
WOMEN'S 75-63 in a competitive
HOOPS road game. Junior Emily
Cournoyer led the Friars
with 18 points, and sen
ior Catherine Bove contributed to the
offensive onslaught with 13 points.
Providence was excellent at the
free-throw line, shooting 80 percent,
and Cournoyer alone went 7-8 from
the line. The Friars were out-rebound
ed 41-36, but they did manage to force
12 steals, four of which belonged to
freshman Lola Wells.
The Friars were defeated on Sunday,
Nov. 30, by Quinnipiac with a score of
78-69 in Hamden, Conn.
The team came back from a loss
against University of Vermont
Friday, Nov. 28, in overtime with a
score of 73-67.
Both of the Friars' opponents have
fared well thus far. Vermont is 5-2
while Quinnipiac are 5-1. They were
both tough competitors, but the Friars
were still fighting for a win.
Providence's record is 2-4, which
includes their play in the KCRG-TV9
Hawkeye Classic on Saturday and
Sunday, Nov. 22 and 23, in Iowa City, Iowa,
where their record was 1-1. The Friars won
against Portland in overtime with a score

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Senior Catherine Bove had a team-high 14 points for the Friars against Quinnipiac
on Sunday, Nov. 30. Bove is averaging 8.7 points per game.
of 68-61 and lost to Iowa 6446.
The Friars started off the game
badly with the Bobcats out-scoring
them 48-34 on 65.4 percent from the
floor (17-26). That includes an 8-9 per
formance from behind the three-point
arc. Erin Kerner led the Bobcats'
offense with a total of 26 points, while

CC: Season's Success
Points to Bright Future

Bove led the friars with 14 points.
Kerner netted 14 points, shooting 57 from the field and had a perfect 4-4
showing from three-point range.
At halftime, Quinnipiac held a 48-34
advantage despite Bove and Coumoyer
leading the way recording six points
each to help the team.

Providence came back in 'he second
half by cutting the Bobcats' lead down
to only five with a score of 55-50. There
was 13:18 left on the clock and
Providence had a running score of 16-7.
As the game went on, Quinnipiac
pushed its lead back to double digits,
leading by ten with a score of 62-52
with 9:43 left on the clock.
In response, the Friars had a lay-up
at the 9:22 mark to bring the lead back
down to eight, making the score 62-54
only 21-seconds after the Bobcats' ten
point lead. That was the closest
Providence got the rest of the night.
In the second half; Providence shot
48.3 percent (14-29), and the Bobcats
cooled down from their first half per
formance with a 36.8-percent (7-19).
Despite the Friars' fight, Quinnipiac
maintained its lead, nailing 15 of 18
free throws in the second half alone.
Providence went 5-6 from the foul line.
By the time the buzzer sounded, the
Bobcats had shot 21-27 from the freethrow line while Providence finished
12-16. Also, Quinnipiac overpowered
Providence off the boards, 32-24.
Bove wasn't the only one to have
double figures that day. Sophomore
Mi-Khida Hankins had 13 points,
and senior Chelsea Marandola had
11 points and five rebounds. Wells
had a game-high five assists.
The Friars next game will be at home
on Saturday, Dec. 6, against Harvard at
2:00 p.m. in the Mullaney Gymnasium,
so be sure to come out and cheer on
your fellow Friars.

This winter, study gravity.

continued from back page

have enjoyed every minute at this
school and participating as a Friar and
I look forward to what the rest of the
year may bring [in the Indoor and
Outdoor
Track
seasons]."
Indeed, these seniors will have to
hold on to these moments as they pass.
However, Head Coach Ray Treacy,
although losing some key runners, is
already looking forward to next year.
"I would say that the NCAA meet
was both teams' best performance of
the year,"said Treacy. "Having David
and Danette make All-American was
an added bonus. With that said, look
ing to next year, the men's team
returns four of our top five and is a

young squad. We will be looking to
place somewhere in the top 10 with
them next year. The women bring back
five of our top eight and will be in con
tention to make top 10 also."
Though the 2008 Cross Country sea
son has officially come to an end, the
Providence College Men's and
Women's Cross Country Teams will
certainly be looking towards next
year, hoping to reach the 2009 NCAA
Championships en route to defending
their performances from this special
year. Friartown can be sure next sea
son to see the same excitement, dedi
cation, and thrill that characterized
this one.

HOOPS: Preparing for
Rams on Saturday
continued from back page

the Friars just two years ago at the
Dunk with a 51-41 win.
"I was worried about Brown; they
are a pretty good ballclub," said
Davis. "With our travel this was kind
of an opportunity for a team to knock
you off. But we really bothered them
early on and this is a sign of good
things to come."
Peter Sullivan paced the Bears with
16 points and Adrian Williams added
15 points to the Brown effort.
The Friars return to action on
Saturday, Dec. 6, at 2:00 p.m. against
in-state rival URL As always the URI
game will be one of the most anticipat
ed contests of the season. The match
up holds the distinction as one of the
largest sporting events in the Ocean
State for fans and players alike.
"It's a big game. We're just ready to
play. We didn't overlook Brown, but
we've been waiting on URI since they
beat us last year," said Brooks. "I did
n't get to play last year, but I'll be
ready on Saturday."

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Sophomore Marshon Brooks had a
team-high 22 points against Brown.

Join the Sports Staff of
The Cowl today. Pick up an
application in Slavin GO5.
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Free Fall Continues for Friar Skaters with Two Losses
by

Chris Torello '11
Sports Staff

The Providence College Men's
Hockey Team posted an 0-2 record this
past week, losing to both Dartmouth
and Union by consecutive scores of 4-2.
This past Friday, Nov.
28, the Friars battled
MEN'S non-conference
foe
HOCKEY Dartmouth at Schneider
Arena. The teams skat
ed to a scoreless first period before the
Big Green stormed out of the locker
room and put three quick goals up on
the scoreboard. The first goal was
scored by Adam Estoclet and came just
51 seconds into the second period.
Andrew Owsiak followed up less than
two minutes later with a score. Both
goals came during power plays. The
third goal was put into the Friars' net
only 4:22 into the second period.
The Friars cut the lead to 3-1 at 14:19
when junior co-captain John Cavanagh
made rush down die left wing side and
slid a pass to the slot to sophomore Ian
O'Connor, who fired a one timer past
the Dartmouth goalie. The next goal
didn't come until just over five minutes
into the third period when the Friars
trimmed the lead to 3-2 as senior Pierce
Norton played a pass down the left wing
to freshman Robert Maloney, who rock
eted his first collegiate goal into the
Dartmouth net. The Friars kept pressur
ing the Big Green, but were not able to
score the equalizer. Dartmouth then
added an empty-net goal to seal the win.
Freshman goaltender Justin Gates
stopped 28 shots for the Friars, who out
shot the Dartmouth Big Green, 37-32.
The next night, the Friars were in
Schenectady, N.Y., to take on the
Union College Dutchmen. Union took
a 1-0 lead with six seconds left in the
first period when Mike Schreiber fired

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Junior Mark Fayne scored one of the Friars' goals against Union on Saturday, Nov.
29. The score was Fayne's second of the season. The defenseman was assisted on
the play by junior Greg Coll ins.
a slap shot from just inside the blue
line and bounced off the pad of PC
freshman goaltender Justin Gates and
into the net. Union came right out of
the gates and added to its lead at the
1:25 mark of the second period when
Mario Valery-Trabucco scored on a
slap shot from the top of the left circle
to give his team a 2-0 advantage going
into the final 20 minutes. The Friars
created several scoring chances as they

had three power-play opportunities,
but were frustrated as they were not
able to convert one of them.
The Friars didn't wait to cut up the
fresh sheet of ice as they scored just 19
seconds into the third period to cut the
lead to 2-1 while on the power play.
Cavanagh pounced on a loose puck in
front and potted his team leading fifth
goal of the season. Freshman Matt
Bergland and senior Pierce Norton

assisted on the goal. The Friars were
flying high as the Dutchmen regained
their two-goal lead to make it 3-1 at the
2:53 mark when Matt Cook skated in
on a breakaway to put in his first goal
of the season. The Friars responded at
4:05 and trimmed the lead to 3-2.
Junior Mark Fayne ripped a slap shot
from just inside the blue line that elud
ed Union's Corey Milan. Union added
a late goal at 19:04 to seal the win. The
Friars, for the second straight game,
finished with the shot advantage as
they outshot the Dutchmen 29-19.
The Friars' two losses extend the
teams' winless streak to ten (0-9-1) and
they have been outscored 44-14 over
the span. They have not won a game
since Saturday, Oct. 25, when the team
earned its first and only road win at this
point in the season, by defeating Holy
Cross on the road by a score of 6-4.
The Friars remain the only winless
team in Hockey East play (0-8-1), being
outscored 40-14 in those nine games.
The men's team (2-11-1) will look to
find their winning ways as they will play
this Friday, Dec. 5, against Quinnipiac
University in Hamden, Conn., and will
then travel to cross-town rival Brown
University on Tuesday, Dec. 9, before
breaking from competition until
Saturday, Jan. 10,2009.

For the latest on all
of your favorite
Friar teams, visit
www.TheCowl.com

We found Providence so nice,
we’re opening twice.

Boston’s #1 health club opening Winter 2008
BSC Providence

East Side
135 Pittman Street

BSC Providence

&

Downtown
10 Dorrance Street

Pre-opening rates now available.
Visit us at 155 Westminster Street
401.278.4950 • MySportsClubs.com/Providence

Official Health Club of
the Boston Red Sox

boston
sports clubs

Seqkis
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Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions
either about PC sports or sports in general to
cowlsports@gmail.com, and well do our
best to answer them—and stir up a little
debate if we can!
Thanks,
The Cowl Sports Staff

What is the likelihood of a Manning vs. Manning Super Bowl?
This past offseason, the NFL ran
commercials of Peyton and Eli
Manning competing against each
other in games like Jenga and Go Fish.
Well, on Feb. 1, 2009, the NFL will get
a Manning vs. Manning Super Bowl.
The Giants have become the team to
beat in the NFL and the Colts are com
ing on strong in a watered-down AFC.
The Giants seem destined to defend
their title in Tampa, going 11-1 thus far
and deflecting any potential distrac
tions. Plaxico Burress' nightclub inci
dent didn't affect the team at all this
weekend when they went into FedEx
Field and beat the Washington
Redskins. The schedule gets tougher
down the stretch, but the lead the
Giants have secured in the division
and conference should allow them to
clinch home field throughout the play
offs. The trio of Brandon Jacobs,
Derrick Ward, and Ahmad Bradshaw
gives them the league's top rushing
attack, Eli Manning is consistently
playing like the quarterback that upset
the Patriots last year, and the front
seven on defense rush the passer bet
ter than anyone. Furthermore, the
Giants have excelled at plugging in
players when starters go down.
The Colts have weathered their
early season struggles and seem back
on track. Remaining games against the
Bengals, Lions, and Jaguars should
have the offense firing on all cylinders
come playoff time. Peyton Manning
looks like he is fully recovered from
offseason surgery, and is once again
on the same page with his receivers.
Their biggest competition come play
off time could potentially be the
Titans, Steelers, or Jets, but all have
flaws. Kerry Collins of the Titans has
been shaky, which could hurt the
Titans if they fall behind. The Steelers
are inept at blocking for Big Ben,
which could lead to a big day for
defensive-ends Dwight Freeney and
Robert Mathis. The Jets have an inex
perienced secondary that Peyton can
pick apart.

- Chris Crawford '10

The irregularity of the NFL is getting
a bit absurd. Who would have thought
that the Indianapolis Colts would have
seemingly assured themselves a Wild
Card berth by Week 13? After a Week 8
loss to division-leading Tennessee, the
Colts fell to 3-4 and proverbial fron
trunner Peyton Manning looked dead
in the water. In the meantime, little
brother Eli has the Manning family
looking to go two for two with playoff
berths this season. Eli's Giants have
blitzed the league for an 11-1 start and
are ensured a first round bye in the
NFC. Although a Manning-Manning
Super Bowl matchup remains a possi
bility, a brotherly showdown in Tampa
is doubtful.
Both Eli and Peyton may very well
be in Florida come February. Eli will be
playing football while Peyton will be
playing golf. The Giants are leaps and
bounds above the rest of the NFC and
no team besides Dallas will pose a
threat to their back to back Super Bowl
appearances. Even the Cowboys were
handled by the Giants earlier this sea
son in commanding fashion 35-14.
The Colts, on the other hand, have
essentially locked up a playoff berth,
but will find themselves on the outside
looking in come Super Bowl Sunday.
Indianapolis has been an enigma all
season, and enigmas don't normally
do well come playoff time. The Colts
are the worst they have been in years
on both sides of the ball. Offensively
they have slipped to the bottom half of
the league in yards and points per
game. On the defensive side,
Indianapolis is twenty fifth in the NFL
in rushing yards allowed at 134 per
game. Injuries to standout safety Bob
Sanders and linebacker Gary Brackett
have plagued Tony Dungy's squad all
season. Remaining healthy is the only
slim chance the Colts have at a Super
Bowl run. As far as 2009 goes,
Manning versus Manning will have to
wait one more year.

-Anthony Valentino '09

www.thecowl.com
Everyone on THE COWL staff would like to wish
everyone and their families a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
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Sports Boss: Don't Sit Down
Until the Bus Ride Home
by

Ryan Holt '09
Sports Staff

Right now there is a lot of uneasi
ness in Friartown. After opening up
the season with an unimpressive loss
to Northeastern, the Friars convincing
ly won three straight.
OPINION Over the Thanksgiving
holiday, they traveled
to Anaheim to play in the 76 Classic.
Play there generally was not much to
write home about.
The offense struggled mightily, fail
ing to score 30 points in each of the
opening halves of basketball. Secondhalf play, however, was a bit better.
The Friars clawed back to within strik
ing distance Thursday, Nov. 27, against
Baylor, and Sunday, Nov. 31, against
St. Mary's, and with the help of a 10-0
run defeated Charlotte on Friday.
The Anaheim trip exposed the offen
sive weaknesses of the Friars, most
notably the lack of movement without
the ball and poor shot selection. But there
were some bright spots—not only did
the team improve in the second halves of
games, but the defense was better as
well. If this team starts games as strong
as it has finished them, they should be
competitive. The slow starts coupled
with abysmal free-throw percentages are
what have done them in so far.
There are still 23 games to play in this
young season. As time goes on this
team should adjust to the new offensive
system, movement will begin, and bet
ter shots will open up. While the 4-3
start (hopefully 5-3 by the time you
read this) isn't exactly what we hoped
for, it is far too early to bury this team.
However, if the Friars want to even
think of dancing in March, they have to
close out their non-conference schedule
with wins over Brown, URI, Jackson
State, BC, and Bryant. All but one of
them will be played at home, and none
of them can the Friars afford to lose.
This places an added importance on
the already vital and always entertain
ing match-up with hated in-state rival,
URI. For those who do not know, URI
will come in to Providence already
well tested, just weeks removed from
taking Duke to the buzzer at Cameron
Indoor Stadium and pestering a high
ly-rated Villanova team.
URI certainly has some talented and
experienced players, particularly
sharp-shooter Jimmy Barron. The
Friars, who have allowed far too many
open three-point shots, cannot afford
to leave Baron open. This would be a
good match-up for sophomore
Marshon Brooks, PC's biggest contrib
utor so far this season. Brooks' speed
and long arms have made life difficult
for many Friar opponents. Brooks is
best able to reach in and deflect a pass.
Senior Jeff Xavier, last year's Big East
leader in steals may also be a viable
option to defend Baron.
PC's rivalry with URI has always
enjoyed local prominence. Though not
one of the nation's most storied or pub
licized, it is always fun to watch. The
Dunk will almost certainly be sold out,
with thousands more watching at
home. Alumni groups from both
schools will be out in full force. And, of
course, there will be the students.
There has always been a heated
back-and-forth exchange between the
students at these games. What makes
this unique to most college basketball
games is that regardless of where the
game is played both sides are given a
base-line student section. Usually, with
the exception of last year, both sides
bring their band and cheerleaders
which only adds to the drama.
URI has always had a bitter stance
against PC. They're the state school in
a state where the favorite team is the
small private Catholic school. PC's
Dave Gavitt didn't allow them to join
the Big East, the General Assembly
snubbed them when both teams went
to the NCAA tournament, and PC was
the only one congratulated. PC has
more fans and is more widely covered.
PC, though it is private, plays in a pub
licly-funded building. The two teams

cannot agree on how many games
have actually been played—the NCAA
sides with PC. For these reasons and
more, URI harbors ill will towards PC.
When the rivalry was at its peak, the
teams played twice a year. There were
tremendous games featuring great
players. The rigors of conference play
have made the in-year home-andhome an impossibility
Growing up in the 1990's in Rhode
Island, I have witnessed every match
up over the last 15-plus years. In the
past it has featured NBA players such
as Ryan Gomes, Austin Croschere,
Lamar Odom, Cuttino Mobley, Eric
Williams, and Dickey Simpkins. These
were games that featured future
NCAA teams, including in separate
years PC and URI teams that were
mere misses from Final Fours. Though
it is said the rivalry peaked in the
1970s, the mid-1990s was another great
time to be a fan of either team. Each
year, this was a date circled, and was
sure to be a good game. I know it is
cliche to say "you can throw out the
records," but here you really can.
There was a down period in the
rivalry in the earlier part of this
decade. But as both programs retooled
operations
and
administrations
changed, it experienced a re-birth. The
construction of the Ryan Center on
URI's campus added a new dimension.
For the first time in decades, URI was
able to truly host the game, rather than
play at the neutral Dunkin' Donuts
Center. Since then, the home team has
won each time the two have played.
Two years ago, there was Mascot
gate where URI's Ram mascot was
allegedly assaulted by a PC student. It
still remains to be seen who, if anyone,
actually did this. Then there were the
student-designed flyers that "insulted
and belittled" URI, their fans, their
players, and their coaches. Both made
big news in the state in the weeks fol
lowing PC's 29-point demolition of the
in-state rival. After two years, it still
seems like sour grapes to me.
Last year, URI answered back, on the
court and in the stands. Not only did
the Rams defeat the Friars, but their
students came out in full, creative force.
I expect nothing less on Saturday. This
rivalry is again heating up. I hope that
new Friars Head Coach Keno Davis is
ready. Though I do not know what the
outcome will be I do know that it will be
loud, emotional, and undoubtedly a
good time.
In order to win the Friars need to
come out with their "A" game. The
offense needs to move, especially in the
half court and the fast breaks have to
happen. Defensively, the press is great,
but the half court needs to improve,
especially on the perimeter. This will
not be an easy win for the Friars.
The students have to come out with
their "A" game, too. This is usually the
biggest day in the URI year, and one of
ours, too. They will be ready and they
will be loud. It is your job to defend
your home court, be louder, and much
more creative. Don't let me, this team,
or this school down. Get there early
and don't sit down until the ride home.
Listen to Ryan Holt live on 91.3 FM
WDOM Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. E-mail
Ryan at rholt@providence.edu.

Spring

Break 2009

Sell Trips, Earn Cash and Go
Free.
Call for Group Discounts.
Best Prices Guaranteed! Best
Parties!
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco,
Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida.
For More Information or
Reservations, contact:
1-800-648-4849 or
www. ststravel. com.

_______________________
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Providence Tops Cross-Town Rival Brown
by

Anthony Valentino '09 and
Mollie Quinn '09
Sports Staff

The Providence College Men's
Basketball Team looked to erase the
memories of a disappointing 1-2 finish
at the 76 Classic in Anaheim, Calif. The
Friars squeezed a win
MEN'S over Charlotte in between
HOOPS losses to 24th ranked
Baylor and St. Mary's
over four days last week
at the Anaheim Convention Center.
The frustration of an unsuccessful
trip to the West Coast was still fresh in
the minds of the Friars as they stepped
on the court to face city rival Brown on
Wednesday Dec. 3.
"We wanted to beat Baylor ever
since the schedule came out," said
sophomore guard Marshon Brooks.
"We knew it would be a big game."
Brooks did his best to rise to the
occasion in rallying his team to an 8662 victory against its Ivy League foe.
Brooks finished the night with 22
points and five rebounds while lead
ing the team from behind the three
point line. This marks the second time
Brooks has surpassed the 20-point
mark this season. Brooks fell short of
topping his career high of 30 points set
earlier this season against Sacred
Heart. Currently, Brooks leads the
team in three point percentage, shoot
ing 36 percent from beyond the arc.
The Friars built an early 23-13 lead
following a layup by point guard

MARY PELLETIER '09/The Cowl

Senior Jon Kale has been a force to be reckoned with for the Friars recently. The
forward recorded 13 points and eight rebounds against Brown and a double-dou
ble with 20 points and 10 rebounds against St. Mary's
Sharaud Curry at 8:51 in the first half.
Curry finished with 14 points and 8
assists and went 5-7 from the floor.
"He [Curry] was not only scoring
himself, but he was getting his team
mates involved and allowing others to
score," said Head Coach Keno Davis.

Less than two minutes later, a
jumper by junior guard Brian
McKenzie extended Providence's lead
to 28-13. From there, the Friars
widened the scoring gap with Brown
and entered halftime with a 48-25 lead.
PC committed just two turnovers in

the first half and shot an impressive
60.6 percent from the floor. Relentless
defensive pressure forced several
Brown turnovers and held the Bears to
just 34.6 percent shooting.
The second half of play was very
much of the same for the Friars, as they
continued
to dominate Brown.
Providence opened the half with an
up-tempo offense, which proved to be
an overwhelming pace of play for a
sluggish Brown squad. By the 16
minute mark, Brown trailed 59-32.
The Friars notched their largest lead
of the game at 71-41 after a three-point
er and fast break lay-up by Curry on
consecutive possessions.
For the night, PC limited the Bears
to 33.3% shooting, the lowest of any
Friar
opponent
this
season.
Meanwhile, the Friars shot 40% from
three and out rebounded Brown 4429. The Friars continued their strug
gles from the charity stripe with a dis
mal 66.7% mark.
"Just like with the three-point
shooting, I'm not too concerned about
it, because there's not a big sample of
games to look at," said Davis. "If you
can't score, if you can't shoot, it's gonna
be long nights more often than not."
The Providence-Brown match-up
has never been a guaranteed victory
for PC. Although Providence holds a
87-26 series advantage, Brown stunned
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Cross Country Takes Friars Comfortable with Closeness
13th, 20th at Nationals
by

by John Sessions
Sports Staff

'12

While most PC students were
preparing for a much-needed
Thanksgiving break, some of our
own Friar student-athletes were
busy representCROSS ing Providence
COUNTRY College at the
2008
NCAA
Cross Country
Championships. On Monday,
Nov. 24, the Providence College
Men's and Women's Cross
Country Teams competed at the
2008 NCAA Cross Country
Championships at the LaVern
Gibson Championship Cross
Country Course at the Wabash
Family Sports Center in Terre
Haute, Indiana. The Providence
women's team placed 13th in a
field of 31 teams with 340 points
while the Friar men finished 20th
in a field of 31 with 465 points.
One the women's side, senior
Danette Doetzel was the first
finisher for the Friars. She
placed 23rd with a time of 20:37
to earn All-America honors for
the second consecutive season.
Fellow
classmate
Katie
DiCamillo was the second Friar
to cross the finish line, finishing
in 56th place with a time of
20:58. Junior Krystal Douglas
and freshman Mary Kate
Champagne finished 76th and
77th, respectively. Douglas
recorded a time of 21:11, while
Champagne crossed the finish
line just a second later at 21:12.
Freshman rounded out the list
of scorers as she finished in
108th place with a time of 21:29.
"We were very happy with
our team performance at the

NCAA Championships," said
senior Danette Doetzel. "We
had a very talented group of
women to work with this year
so we knew that we were
capable of running well.
"We have the best coaching
staff a team could want and
our head coach Ray Treacy
and assistance coach Steve
Walsh never gave up on us
and just kept putting in the
time that was required to help
us perform to our best ability.
We were all very happy how
the season concluded and I am
very proud of the girls on the
team for preparing and com
peting at the level they did."
On the men's side, sopho
more , who placed 17th with a
time of 21:36, was the top PC
finisher. McCarthy earned All
America accolades for the first
time in just his second season
at Providence College. Fellow
junior finished in 72nd-place
with a time of 30:31, while
freshman placed 90th with a
time of 30:41. Senior and jun
ior rounded out the list of
Friar scorers by finishing 151st
and
197th,
respectively.
Although the Providence
College Men's and Women's
Cross Country Teams complet
ed yet another fantastic season,
for some distinguished seniors,
it will be their last season.
"Time has gone by so quick
ly that it is hard to believe that
I will no longer run in the
NCAA Cross Country sea
son," said Doetzel. "I truly
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Al Daniel '11
Sports Staff

The Providence College
Women's Hockey Team need
ed to reflect back more than a
full collegiate generation to
recall its last
victory
WOMEN'S across town
HOCKEY at
Brown
University's
Meehan Auditorium—a 2-1
decision on Feb. 18, 2004. The
only four members of the pro
gram involved in that win—
Bob Deraney, Bob Bellemore,
Meredith Roth, and Amy
Quinlan—constitute today's
coaching quartet. And two of
them, Roth and Quinlan, were
players at the time.
Part II of the milestone sym
bolism in last Saturday's 1-0
win: it was the first time since
the trophy's 1996 inception of
that the Friars have clutched
the Mayor's Cup away from
Schneider Arena. The only
other times the host program
didn't lay claim to hardware
were in 2001-02 (a 4-0 loss
here) and 2002-03 (a 4-4 knot
at Brown).
Ever since, it has been a cus
tomary, clockwork tradeoff
between host sites and brag
ging rights. Until Providence
leveled the knockout pin in a
regular arm wrestling match
last weekend.
"They're two completely dif
ferent buildings," said Friars
Head Coach Bob Deraney. "I
think there is a huge home ice
advantage in this series (and)
it's the first time in Providence
College history that we've
been able to defend the
Mayor's Cup, so we're really
proud about that."

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Senior Katy Beach scored the game-winning goal against Brown
on Saturday, Nov. 29. With three goals this season, Beach is tied
for third on the Friars in goals scored.
Deraney was expressly
prouder about the constrict
ing, baptismal-fire-like fash
ion of the victory, which to
the probable delight of idled
soccer fans has been the
norm for this team. Over
their last four games—a 2-1-1
stretch—the
Friars have
accumulated a 5-5 knot with
the opposition.
Saturday, Nov. 29, was the
quintessence of the hot new
trend. An uncompromising
goaltender's duel between PC
freshman Genevieve Lacasse
and Brown senior Nicole
Stock held up until Katy
Beach stashed a rapidly exe

cuted power play conversion
at 3:33 of the third period.
None other than Lacasse,
who pushed away 37 total
shots en route to her second
shutout in three starts, helped
her own cause in setting up
Beach's decisive breakout,
ultimately earning credit for
the only assist on the play.
"Genevieve made a really
good play and sent the puck
up ice," said Beach. "Then I
just took it right through the
middle and snapped it on net."
For her second consecutive
venture, Lacasse combated a
bushel of 20-plus opposing
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